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Invitation To,
Jedediah Smith Rendezvous
September 26, 1970
At Caswell Park

Where is his Gun? We have this unidentified photograph in the
Stuart Library. We need information on the location of the gun!
Jedediah Smith said in summing up his achievements, "My
situation in this country has enabled me to collect information respecting a section of the country which has hithe:Pto been measurably veiled in obscurity to the citizens of the United States."
And so we invite you to the September 26, 1970, Rendezvous in
Caswell State Park, near Manteca just off Highway 99, to hear
our members mport on their latest findings on the hero of the
Jedediah Smith Society. No early account of his California experience exists because the California section of his I ournal was lost,
perhaps :taken by the Mexican authorities, but we have a few
scattered letters of Smiths' and fragments of the Harrison Rogers'
diary which Dr. McLoughlin's men resuced from the Umpqua
Indians.
Patiently scholars are working on scraps of information to piece
together the story of our great Yankee Trail Blazer.
For more information concerning the Jedediah Smith Rendezvous,
write me in care of the Stuart Library, University of -the Pacific,
Stockton, California.
R. Coke Wood
Director
Pacific Center for Western Historical Studies
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Mrs. Stuart reading R. R.'s papeT in Hayward, California
at Rendezvous, 1969.

Jedediah Smith In Hayward.
REGINALD

R.

STUART

The people of Hayward and vicinity have a very special interest in Jedediah Strong Smith. In the summer of 1827, 142 years
ago, Jed Smith and his men spent several weeks on and about
the site upon which the city of Hayward was built. The story of
the activities of these trappers, turned explorers, might truly be
called Early American History. These events occurred on our very
doorstep.
Smith returned to his camp on the lower Stanislaus River on
September 18, 1827. Two days later with three of his men, he left
for the Mission of San Jose. The distance was 70 miles to the
southwest. Since many of the Indians who were in training at
the :\'fission, had lived in the Stanislaus Valley, a well-worn trail
lay between these two localities. Years later, in the 1850s, a part
of this route would be included in the Gold Trail to the Sierras.
Smith needed supplies and equipment for his men and he

needed, as well, horses and mules for traveling and conveying his
goods. He was no beggar. He aimed to pay his way. However, his
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pay, of necessity, consisted of beaver and other skins which his
20 trappers, more or less, had accumulated during the past two
years.
Regretfully, Smith's record with the Mexican authorities was a
long way from being clear: In the first place, he was an American,
and our neighbors at the south had watched with dismay the
American settlements crawl across the continent from the Mississippi to Oregon. In the second place, Smith had told the Mexican
Governor at Los Angeles that he would leave the country at once,
and that was six month ago, and here he was telling the same story
at San Jose and Monterey.
In the third place, two hundred, or more, Indian Neophytes,
many of whom were from the Stanislaus, had run away from the
Mission San Jose and specifically, the American had been implicated by an Indian who claimed that Smith was responsible. At
this stage, the Mission father sent for Ignacio Martinez, the retiring
Commandante of the San Francisco Presidio. On further questioning, the informant admitted that he had never seen Smith. So the
Indian was flogged "a punishment," wrote Smith "which, perhaps,
he did not deserve."
Upon his arrival at the Mission, Smith was detained for several
days by Father Duran. Wdtes Smith, "We would have gone hungry
had not the old caretaker invited us to eat with him at his table."
Now the "old caretaker" was the major domo of the Mission and
it was his business .to see that guests were properly housed and fed.
His name was Jose Maria Amador, who later became the owner of
the great San Ramon Rancho and he was, perhaps, the only
Mexican soldier for whom a California County was named. He was
the most capable of all the rancheros, with the possible exception
of General Mariano Vallejo. After a long delay, Father Duran
decided that Smith must go to Mont·e rey and explain his activities
to the Governor. Again the language difficulty delayed action, and
while the Governor was considering what to do with the American,
Smith was given the freedom of the town.
Fortunately, there were several Americans and English traders
in Monterey. Finally four American sea captains signed Smith's
bond for good behavior.
On November 15, 1827, Smith sold his furs to Captain John
Bradshaw of the ship Franklin for a little more than $4,000.00.
Two days later, he sailed on the Franklin for San Francisco.
Smith was essentially a land lubber. He became seasick by just
looking at the boa,t, and the trip rtumed out to be a stormy one.
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According to instructions, his men had brought in the furs from
the Stanislaus, and were waiting for him at San Francisco.
In terms of the day, with the delivery of the furs to the Franklin,
Smith became a well-to-do man. However, his wealth did not
consist of money. Captain Bradshaw paid him no cash, but d\rew
sight drafts, in Smith's favor, on individuals who owed Bradshaw
on account, or on people ·to whom he expected to sell goods. In
the 1820s, Monterey was still doing business under a barter system. They were, too, the days before the telephone and the telegraph. Even rt he mails in California were uncertain and inefficient.
If a message was to be delivered, hire a messenger, or go in person.
After the furs had been delivered, the Americans proceeded to
the Mission of San Jose. With a passport in his pocket, and considerable purchasing credit available, Smith's image had gone up
in this community.
In order that the regular work of the Mission could be carried
on in spite of hordes of horses and mules, and 15 to 20 trappers
engaged in repairing guns and traps, and building pack saddles,
the Mission Father assigned Smith and his motley crew to a vacant
Mission sheep ranch and corral called San Lorenzo located at, or
nea\1", where this meeting is being held. At that time, it was, of
course, a part of the Mission San Jose.
All that Smith had to do now was to buy his goods and the
live-stock, under the conditions then existing in California. The
frustration of this sort of trading may be illustrated by the following example: Smith had been given a draft for $200.00 against
William Welch, an American or Scotchman whom Smith had met
at the Mission. Evidently Welch owed Bradshaw a sum of money,
or else he knew someone else who was indebted to Welch or
Bradshaw. (In later years, Welch was the owner of Las Juntas
rancho in Contra Costa County.)
At first Smith could not locate Welch, but when they did meet,
Welch had no funds at hand. So he wrote another sight draft
against the Father at the Santa Cruz Mission, directing him to pay
$200.00 to Smith's order. (Perhaps .t he Father had bought horses
or cattle from Welch. ) This made it necessary for Smith to hire
two men to ride to Santa Cruz. At that time there was no wagon
road across rt he Santa Oruz Mountains, so the men had to make
the trip on horseback, following the steep monutain trails. The

Father gathered up all the cash he could find, but the best he
could do was $150.00. Smith's messengers took that and started
on their long climb up the west side of the Santa Cruz Mountains.
6

Now the Father remembered Welch's letter which had accompanied the sight draft. So he settled down to read it. Something
Welch had written was not clear to the Father. Perhaps, thought
he, Welch did not want him to pay out the money. The more he
thought about it, the more concerned he became. So he decided to
play it safe. He wrote a letter to Smith's men ordering the return
nf the money. Then he called in some Indian boys and directed
them to catch Smith's men before they reached the Summit. . . .
So late that night, Smith learned that he still had no money.
The only thing left for Smith to do was to notify Bradshaw.
That meant a trip back to the ship Franklin now anchored in San
Francisco Bay.
The next day was stormy, but Smith started. A row-boat for
hire could be had for the trip from Francisco Castro's San Bablo
Rancho, but it took courage to risk one's life at the place during
a storm. In spite of the weather, the trip was made and as luck
would have it, Bradshaw now had some funds on hand and gave
Smith the needed funds . . . .. Probably a whole book could be
written about the frush·ations of doing business under the "barter"
system.
During these late Autumn days in 1827, Smith's men made good
use of the Mission forge, in repairing their hunting and trapping
equipment.
On the h·ip up from Monterey, Smith had made the acquaintance
of a live-stock buyer by the name of Gamier who claimed to know
where horses and mules could be purchased. This character seems
to have been the type who attempts to do two or more things at
the same time- he never quite finished anything. Smith became
thoroughly exasperated with him. Finally, Garnier sent word he had
180 horses and mules in the Castro corral some twenty leagues
south of the pueblo San Jose. So off went Smith and his men for
an all night's ride along the old Monterey road. When they reached
their destination, they found that the stock had broken out of the
corral and were scattered all over the area, and several were
missing. Smith shows his New England ancestry when he settled
up by selling the missing 19 head to Gamier for $25.00.
Thus, at long last, he had gotten supplies and horses and mules.
The delayed winter rains might start at any time- and the Governor
had set a dead-line for his departure.
Smith ha·d one more hurdle to make before he was free of Mexican California. This was the route for his departure. The Governor
had written into Smith's passport that he must cross the Buena-
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ventura a.t the "estuary" ( Carquinez Straits) and then leave the
area by following the ocean shore to the n01ih.
Earlier, Smith had learned there was a boat in California which
had been built for the transporting of live-stock. It was owned by
Wm. Richardson, a son-in-law of Martinez. However, this boa.t was
now being repaired and was not available.
Accordingly, on December 25 (Christmas Day), Smith called
on Arguello, who was now the Commandante at the Presidio.
"If this route which the Governor has indicated, proves to be
impassable," said Jedediah, "then you will, no doubt, permit me to
go upstream to some place where I can cross?"
"No, indeed", replied Arguello, "you must cross ail: the place designated in your passport, or wait until we hear again from the
Governor."
As a special ·inducement, Smith's attention was called to the
appointment of a detail of ten soldiers to see that Smith complied with all the provisions of the passpo11t.
So outwardly, Smith bowed to superior authority, but inwardly,
he "boiled over!" as he went back to his men. Smith had made up
his mind: If he could not get permission to do the reasonable, then
he would do it without permission.
Jedediah Strong Smith was a trapper by necessity. He was an
explorer and dreamer by choice. No man in American history ever
used his talents more productively and continuously for the good
of his fellow-men than did this American who spent many days
within sight of this very spot.
He came :from forebears who had conquered the hills of New
England and the stumps of Ohio, and no Mexican politician was
going to force him to drive his horses into a place where rthere
was no chance of survival. Though he was gentle and compassionate, he was big and resourceful, as well. He saw himself as a
Moses who might lead his countrymen to a promised land. In
fact, it is claimed that had his Journal been published in the
1830s, California would have become an American State, 20 years
earlier.
On December 29, 1827, Smith wrote the Governor at Monterey
and the Commandante at the Presidio, telling them exactly what
he intended to do. Then he "settled off" with the Father at the
Mission, with the veiled remark that he must get his stock to
"greener pastures".

The following is a direct quote from his Journal:
"December 29, 1827.
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"I wrote the General and Don Luis informing them of what I
intended to do, and in the meantime settled off with the Father
under pretense of moving to better grass .
"December 30. Rainey but I started and made 8 miles northeast
and at night had my horses guarded by men on horseback.
"December 31. It was raining, consequently muddy, but I made
10 miles northeast.
"January 1, 1828, 20 miles east and camped on Buenaventura
which is sometimes called by the Spaniards 'Pescadero'. One of
my best mules which was tied, broke loose and ran away and was
lost."
Certainly, to travel northeast from Smith's camp here at Hayward, could mean nothing other than 'to break through the hills to
the east. For this band of trail-makers this was a simple matter.
We believe with Herbert Hagemann, descendent of Juan Pablo
Bernal and President of the Amador-Livermore Historical Society,
that Smith's journey might have been up the San Lorenzo and
Crow Canyon Creeks to the summit of the ridge near San Ramon .
.Remember they were on Mission San Jose land and so Smith's
hunt for better pastureage could account for their presence in the
vicinity.
Two days later, the party had slipped through an eastern pass
and were down at the river. Soon, for the first time in months,
Jedediah Smith's spirit responded to the "Call of the wild."
In his Journal, he wrote:
"Having been so long absent from the business of trapping and
so much perplexed and harassed by the folly of men in power, I
returned again to the woods, the river, the prairie, the camp, and
the game with a feeling somewhat like that of a prisoner escaped
from his dungeon and his chains."

Hilda Bloom, Mary
Bloom and Janet Lancaster at the 1964 rendezvotts, Pony Express
M usettm, San Rafael,
California.
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Michel Laframboise, And The
Sacramento Canyon Trail.
HUGH

F.

SCANLON

The recent publication of a photograph of Michel Laframboise,
and his wife Emelie Picard Laframboise, by "The Umpqua Trapper", Douglas County Historical Society, Oregon, (through the
courtesy of Mrs. Harriet Munnick, \Nest Linn, Oregon) tends to
focus historic interest, once again, on this extraordinary fellow of
the Hudson's Bay Company fur brigades.l
As to the authenticity of the picture, I quote from "The Trapper": "Descendants have identified the lady in the photo as
Emilie Picard Laframboise, and comparison with a known sketch
leaves almost no doubt that the man in the conjugal pose is
Michel La Framboise".2 His seemingly small size (should doubt
arise over this depiction of one of the "rugged frontier giants")
may be corroborated by two observations; first, Charles Wilkes,
alluded to later, calls him "of low stature and rather corpulenrt"3 ;
second, all expert French Canadian voyageurs aTe said to have
been not over (ive feet six inches tall, short legs being preferred
for canoe dexterity, 4 and Michel was considered the peer of them
all in that regard. 5
His unerring knowledge of California terrain 6 and friendship
with the Shasta Indians, led him to become the "trail-blazer" of the
Upper Sacramento River Route, doorway to the vast Northwest.
Where "Interstate 5" now "ribbons" through the Canyon, once
traveled the colorful fur-trapping expeditions of the Hudson's Bay
Company; led, at the height of their California activities, in the
1830's, by this celebrated French Canadian, Michel Laframboise.
The prestige of the man in those days was quite enormous.
It was Michel whom the Russian commander was most anxious
to see, and talk to, in 1838.; It was Michel whom the H .B.C.
official called upon to quell Indian terror attacks. 8 It was Michel
who was sent to recover Jedediah Smith's stolen property after the
Umpqua Massacre.!•· And it was Michel who firmly established the
river trail through the Canyon, using it till 1843 (and possibly
longer) as an H .B.C. highway to and from the delta area of San
Francisco Bay.1'1 At that date, he told Dr. McLoughlin, Chief
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Factor of H. B.C.: 'Til not venture again," adding that if he had
not given in to his men (on some obscure point, today) that he
would have been murdered by them.11 The days of autocratic control had passed. The American free trapper had entered the
picture, in strength.
As to the fur brigades themselves; let me quote from Eva E.
Dye's book, "McLoughlin and Old Oregon", published in 1900
(when memories were fresher!): "- Laframboise at the head of his
long array of French Trappers in scarlet belts and Canadian Caps,
with their picturesque Indian families, the plumes of men and
women dancing and waving in the wind, brilliant as a hawking
party in days of medieval song-". Then again from an eye-witness,
Dr. Elijah White: "-The tramping of the fast walking hors~ the
silver tinklrng of the small bells, the rich handsome dresses and
fine appearance of the riders whose numbers amounted to sixty
made an array that was patriarchal". 12
The whole thing had the air of a Gypsy caravan, and this brilliant motif was carefully nurtured by McLoughlin, with an eye
both to the effect on the natives, through whose country it passed,
and the morale of the participants. One of the latter has left us a
delightful memory; Rose ( Osant) Matthieu, recalls in 1900, a trek
through the Canyon as a tot of three, having as a play companion
the little daughter of Michel, and the two children "being delighted to hear the dry leaves rustle under the horses hoofs."13
While Laframboise's brigades moved back and forth, year after
year, carrying wealth in furs out of California with the "half consent" of the Mexican government, there was a growing resentment,
spearheaded by men like John Sutter, of the Fort, and Dr. Marsh,
of Diablo, backed by the "hard-hitting" American "mountain
men," and, finally the newly arriving emigrant settlers. 14
The stakes were indeed high; California itself was the prize.
Representative of the "American way," and sternly opposed to
H.B.C. influence, was the "man from Tennessee" (as Hall J.
Kelley calls him) Ewing Young, who had first come into this
northern area in 1832, and, fortunately for us, he had, as members
of his trapping party, J. J. Warner and Job Dye, both of whom
have left reminiscences. 15 Young was "hereabouts," guiding the
Kelley Oregon settlement party to the Columbia. Then, in 1837,
he made his famous "cattle-drive" through the Canyon - a remarkable feat, all hazards considered, supplying beef from California ranchers to the settlers on the Willamette.16
What manner of man was Young? "A man remarkable for
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sagacity, enterprise, and courage," answers Hall J. Kelley.1 ' And
Kelley should know, for from July to October, in 1834, they rode
together, from Monterey to the Columbia; apparently following
the Pit River, Cow Creek trail, and going east of Mt. Shasta. 1 H
Much of the same opinion of Young is expressed by P. L. Edwards
in his "Diary" (of Ewing Young's cattle-drive through the Canyon
in 1837- original in California State Library at Sacramento). It is
of interest to note now, 1837, that the traveled trial is up the
Sacramento, and not along the Pit!
We owe Young this tribute: he "carried the flag"- the American
flag- leading the way, in a "rough handed" manner, in opposition
to the corporate autocracy of Hudson's Bay Company, and thrust
that flag fearlessly into the disputed Oregon territory. He died on
the Willamette in 1841, the wealthiest American in Oregon. 19
The tension was truly great in these years prior to the negotiated
Oregon Treaty. In 1841 we find Tom McKay, of H.B.C., poised in
the Tulare area with his well-disciplined band of "Snake River
Boys". This is the same "fierce Tom" whom we met "looking on
Shasta" with Ogden in 1826, and "his boys" were probably the
besHrained "guerillas" in the We st!~ 0
What was Laframboise's attitude? What was the feeling of
"that good Samaritan" (as Kelley calls Michel for rescuing him, at
a time of dire illness, on the Umpqua) ?~ 1 This poses an interesting
question, for, to date historians have assumed that the name
"Laframboise" on the roster of the California Battalion, Fremont's
"own army", applied to Michel. But the first name of the "Laframboise" on the rolls is "John".~~
Further research reveals that John Laframboise was a Potawat
halfbreed trapper working for John Sutter in 1845, under the command of Pierson B. Reading, who later, in 1855, employed him as
a laborer on his Buena Ventura Rancho.~a
Perhaps it would be timely now to insert into the discussion of
Michel's attitude a description of Michel in 1841 by Charles Wilkes,
U. S. Naval Commander: "Michel is of low stature, and rather
corpulent, but he has great energy and activity of both mind and
body, indomitable courage, and all the vivacity of a Frenchman.
He has traveled in all pmts of the .country, and says that he has
a wife of high rank in every h·ibe, by which means he has assured
his safety. From him I derived much information, and to him all
parties refer as possessing the most accurate knowledge of the

country. He generally has charge of a party, and was formerly
engaged in trapping; but had it not been for his pwneness to
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dissipation, I am informed he would have risen in the Company's
service. To me he complained that he had not received what he
considered his due, and that he was no better off than twenty
years before, saying, he was still Michel Laframboise only older." 24
Is it too far-fetched, in the light of the above, to conjecture that
the "Laframboise" of Sutter's Fort, the California Battalion and
Reading's Rancho might have been Michel's son, by a Potawat
princess?25
We do know Michel voted anti-American in Oregon in 1843,26
and as he was born about 1791, ~~ it is highly doubtful that the
"Celebrated Michel" would be entering military life, as a private,
aged fifty-five, in 1846, or that he would be white-washing structures on Reading's Rancho ten years later. No, no, no!
I have found no substantial evidence of Michel ever returning to
California after 1843, not even during the gold rush period, when
many Oregonians, including French Canadians, 28 .struck it rich in
various spots. It must have stirred his adventurous blood to hear
that Dr. McLoughlin had recommended "old Tom McKay" as .t he
guide for Peter Burnett's wagon train of 50 (or 40, as A.S. Cone
states) wagons of 150 men, headed for the Mother Lode country,
from Oregon City, in September of 1848. 29 At the time, McLoughlin told Burnett that McKay "knows the road better than any-one
but Laframboise".30
Perhaps at this time, in 1848, Michel was in no condition to
"venture again", for it is recorded that, about the middle of August,
he "fell from his horse in a fit of intoxication and was dangerously
bruised on the head".31 This was evidently an old "affliction" of
his, as indicated by Wilkes in his description of Michel, quoted
earlier. In this he would have thought himself in good company,
for few, indeed, of the "old boys" were tee-totalers.
As you sight along "Interstate 5" today, toss your mind back,
some 130 years, and see again "Michel's Cavalcade"- 200 Nez
Perce ponies, the red caps and sashes of the riders, French Canadian boat songs cutting the mountain air, and tiny bells tinkling
"all over the place".
Of course, there is no doubt that Michel acted on many occasions (the letters so testify) as "trigger man" for Dr. McLoughlin
of H .B.C. in its dealing with the Indians. 32 And the retaliation for
treachery was always swift and effective; H .B.C. operating on
three cardinal points of policy: one, fulfill all promises; two, retaliate severely for any depredation; three, never trust an Indian
too far!3 3
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But, all in all, one gets the feeling Laframboise possessed a
sense of human decency, none too prevalent in the wild days of
which we write.
So, we can't think it was a waste to have again "traveled the
trail" with this intrepid fellow, of light touch and jocular manner.
Yes, the Canyon owes a salute to the "Captain of the California
Trail!"
1

"The Umpqua Trapper - Publication of the Douglas County (Oregon)
Historical Society", Summer Hunt, 1966. Vol. ll, No. 2, p. 10.
2 "The Umpqua Trapper", Vol. ll, No. 2, p. 11.
3 "Narrative of the U.S . Exploring Expedition, 1838-42", by Charles
Wilkes, U.S.N ., Vol. 4, p . 349 - pub. 1845.
4 "American Heritage", Oct., 1961. Article by Hugh MacLennan, quoting
Thomas L. McKenney, 1826 American visitor to Canada as saying: " ...
They (French Canadian voyageurs) are short, thick set, and active . . .
There is no room for the legs of such people (over 5 ft. 6 in.), in these
canoes . But if he shall stop growing at about 5 ft. 4 in . . . . he is conas having been born under a most favorable star".
5 "McLoughlin and Old Oregon", by Eva Emery Dye. - pub. 1900 p. 105: "Michel La Framboise had been a famous voyageur, one of the
picked few sent out by John Jacob Astor. He could flip his canoe over
the choppy waves where no one else would dare to go."
6 "Narrative", by Wilkes (see Note 3), p. 349: "From him (Michel) I derived much information, and to him all parties refer as possessing the
most accurate knowledge of the country (Oregon and California)".
"Hudson's Bay Company in California", by Alice B. Maloney, Oregon
Historical Quarterly, March, 1936: "No man could rival him (Michel) in
knowledge of trails and tribes".
7 "Letters of John McLoughlin", ed. by E. E. Rich, 1941; James Douglas
letter to H. B. C., Oct. 21, 1838: " . . . . his Excellency (the Russian
Governor, at Bodega Bay) ascertaining that ,C aptain Michel (Laframboise)
was on board the Cadboro, he expressed a great curiosity to see the
person so celebrated in California . . . ."
8 "Letters of Dr. John McLoughlin, 1829-1832", ed. by Dr. Burt Brown
Barker, 1948; letter no. 242, McLoughlin to Laframboise, April 14,
1832: "The Willamette people go to assist you to punish the murderers
of our people . . . ." Letter 247, McLoughlin to Laframboise, May 9,
1832: " . . . . am happy to find that you have accomplished your object . . . . what we have done is merely to let them see what we can
do . . . . we expect that they themselves will kill the remainder of the
murderers of our people . . . .if they do not we will return and will
not spare one of the tribe . . . . "
9 "Jedediah Smith", by Dale L. Morgan, 1953. McLoughlin letter to
Smith, Sept. 12, 1828: "I am extremely sorry to learn from i\'lichel that
your property is so scattered . . . ."
10 "Reminiscences of Early California from 1831 to 1846", by Col. J. J.
W arner, Publications of the Historical Society of Southern California,
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Vol. VII: "The next party of Hudson Bay trappers that came into the
California valley (after McLeod) was commanded by Michel, who with
a party numbering upward of forty men many of whom were accompanied by their families, entered the valley from Fort Vancouver
by the McLeod trail early in the spring of 1832. He remained in the
valley until the summer of 1833 when with a good hunt he returned
over the same path to the Columbia River".
"Hudson's Bay Company iil. California", by Alice B. Maloney, Oregon
Historical Quarterly, March, 1936. McLoughlin letter to Sir James
Simpson, 1844.
"Ten Years in Oregon", by Dr. Elijah White and Miss A. J. Allen, 1848.
"Reminiscences of F. X. Matthieu", H. S. Lyman, O.H.Q ., March, 1900.
"History of the Northwest Coast", Vol. 11, p. 539, by H. H. Bancroft,
1884. (James Douglas and Governor Alvarado in Jan., 1841) " .. . . La
Framboise, who had for several years past trapped in the Tulare Valley
by permission of Alvarado, granted under the treaty of 1837-8. La
Framboise had continued to visit the place every season without interference until the last summer, when Capt. Sutter wrote to the people
of Ft. Vancouver forbidding their return . . . . " Alvarado backed Sutter.
"Hudson's Bay Company in California", by Alice Bay Maloney, O.H.Q.,
March, 1936. Dr. Marsh's objections to Michel.
"Rems.", by J. J. Warner (see note 10).
"Recollections of a Pioneer, 1830-1852", by Job Francis Dye and Glen
Dawson, 1951.
"Diary of P. L. Edwards". Original in California State Library.
"Memorial" (to Congress), by Hall J. Kelley, 1848, p. 13.
"Map of Upper California and Oregon", by Hall J. Kelley, O.H.Q. June,
1917. Shows his 1834 route, by dotted line.
"A History of Oregon, 1792-1849, Drawn from Personal Observation and
Authentic Information", by W. H . Gray, p . 178 - pub. 1870 - "In the
early part of this year, about the 15th of February, 1841, Mr. Ewing
Young, having been sick but a short time, died. He left a large band
of cattle and horses and no will, and seems to have had no heirs in the
country. On the 17th we find most of the settlers present at the
funeral . . . ."
Ethan Estabrook letter to T. 0. Larkin, Jan. 29, 1841: " . . . . McKay,
the chief hunter, is to have a grant in the Tulares of about 30 miles
square. This is destined to be the headquarters of their enterprise in the
interior. About 120 hunters, well armed and disciplined, are now in the
Tulares, and forty or fifty came as passengers in the bark and proceeded from Monterey to the Tulares . . . ."
"History of the Northwest Coast", Vol. 1, p. 540, by H . H . Bancroft:
"Note . Townsend, speaking in his Narrative, 105, of Thomas McKay . . .
greatly admired the discipline of his men, most o.f whom were
Canadians, half-breeds and Indians. McKay ruled them completely . . .. "
"Narrative of Events and Difficulties, chapt. 2, by Hall J. Kelley pub., 1852 - " . . .. This good Samaritan first administered a dish of
venison broth; and then in proper time, a portion of quinine . . . . After
two days at that place I was able to stand upon my legs . . . ."
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"New Helvetia Diary, 1845-1848", Grabhorn Press, 1939. This work has
mistakenly, I believe, indexed the "Laframboise" mentioned, as "Michel"
whereas, it should read "John".
"Account Books of the California Battalion - Book A", 1846. These are
in "Reading Papers", California State Library.
"P. B. Reading's Personal Account Book, 1845", in California State
Libr. This book gives the first name as "John" to the Laframboise
(trapper) employed by Sutter, and lists him as a "half-breed Potawat".
"P. B. Reading's Buena Ventura Ranch Journal, 1855-56", California
State Libr. This journal mentions John Laframboise often - tells, also,
of the death of John's wife, Sally.
"Tribes of California", by Stephen Powers, pub. 1877, p. 96. Tells of
Potawats, living "on the lower water of Mad River, and around Humboldt Bay as far south as Arcata" - a very familiar area, certainly, to
Michel Laframboise. (see note 25)
Wilkes "Narr." (see note 3) Voll. 4, p. 349.
"California Star Supplement", Sat., April 1, 1848. Report of a San
Francisco meeting concerned with Humboldt Bay development, at which
Michel's name is mentioned as an authority on that region. One historian (C. P. Cutten, "Humboldt Bay Region", Quarterly of the Soc. of
Calif. Pioneers, Vol. 9, No. 1, March, 1932) has erred, I believe, when
he says: - "he (Michel) appeared at a meeting called by Samuel Brannan on March 25, 1848, to promote an exploring party . . . ." The item
quite plainly states that Capt. Cant, Dr. Marsh, Dr. Leavenworth, etc.
gave their statements on the "authority of Laframboise and others", but
does not say he was there.
"John Work's Journey to the Umpqua, 1834", by Leslie M. Scott,
O.H.Q., Sept., 1923: "He (Michel) is listed as an opponent of the
American party at Champoeg in 1843".
"Letters of Dr. John McLoughlin, 1829-1832", ed by Dr. Burt Brown
Barker, 1948, Appendix A.
"A Frenchman in the Gold Rush, Journal of Ernest de Massey", California Historical Society Special Publication No. 2, 1927, p . 102. Gervais
and Petit, on Trinity River, 1850.
"Recollections and Opinions of an Old Pioneer", by Peter H. Burnett,
pub. by Appleton, 1880.
"Reminiscences of Anson Sterling Cone", ed. by H. S. Lyman, O.H.Q.,
Sept., 1903.
"McLoughlin and Old Oregon", by Eva E. Dye, 1900, p. 370.
"Diary of Rev. George H . Atkinson, D . D., 1847-58", ed. by Ruth Lockwood, O.H.Q., Dec., 1939. Account of the fall also in "Oregon Spectator"
as of date.
"Letters of Dr. John McLoughlin, 1829-1832", B. B. Barker, 1948.
Letter No. 21, Aug. 5, 1829. See, also, note 8.
"History of San Joaquin County", by Col. E. T. Gilbert, pub. 1879See "Introduction".

Editor's note: Mrs. Harriet Munnick . has the only known photograph of
Michel Laframboise.
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Fmnk Latta (right) with Frank
Trabucco, Postmaster at Mr.
Bullion.

HISTORIAN
OF
THE VALLEY
TROY TUGGLE

FRANK FORREST LATTA
Frank Latta, who "just keeps on going like an old oak" 1 as one
admirer of his work put it, is probably best known as the man
who is the author of Handbook of the Yokuts Indians first published in 1949 and recently reprinted. The Handbook was originally
released in cooperation with the Kern County Museum, of which
Mr. Latta was a founder and its first director ( 1945-55). The book
is unique, in that it is 1he only definitive reference work dealing
exclusively and intensively with the groups of Indians who ancestral lands once extended from the Consumnes River north of present day Stockton to the Tejon Canyon south of Bakersfield, and
from Coast Range to Sierras including the foothill belt on both
sides.
Handbook of the Yokuts Indians was foreworded by the late
University of California anthropologist, Professor Alfred L. Kroeber, who praised Latta for being "not only meticulous, but remarkably reliable," for his "wealth of precise facts," and for making him
"aware of how much I missed that I might have recorded" in the
Professor's own study of the Yokuts. Latta has a ream of personal
correspondence from Dr. Kroeber, written during the years of
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preparation of his book. "Kroeber encouraged me all throughout
my research on the Indians and wrote the foreword voluntarily,"
he states.
Another unique hi9tory work authored by Latta is his Black
Gold in the Joaquin published by the Caxton Printers, Ltd. in 1949.
Like the Handbook, Black Gold is the only definitive source on
the topic with which it deals, in this case the history of the early
petroleum industry in the San Joaquin Valley, concentrruted in the
southern and western geographical areas.
Black Gold depicts the heart breaking hardships and struggles
of well-known and lesser known oil pioneers, notably those of the
Milton McWhorter family, together with vivid descriptions of
valley hamlets and countryside from the 1850's to the turn of the
century. Much of the book is in the words of the pioneers themselves, with occasional editing and commentary by Latta. Milton
McWhorter drilled the first commercially successful wells at Oil
City, north of Coalinga, McKittrick, and along the Kern River. He
made great wealth, then lost it. One is impressed by the tremendous luck and enterprise of these relatively poorly financed
pioneers, with whom Black Gold purposely limits itself, before the
advent of the well-known, powerful, and monolithic oil iruterests
of <today. A carefully written chronicle, the book took Latta many
years to prepare.
Other works by Latta are Uncle I eff's Story ( 1928), an account
of a white man who was raised by Indians in the foothills of
Tulare County; 2 Little Journey's in the San Joaquin ( 1931) which
dealt with now legendary Tulare Lake, once the largest fresh body
of water west of the Mississippi River; El Camino Viejo a Los
Angeles ( 1935) about the long oxcart road paralleling present
Highway 33 along the eastern side of the Coast Range; 3 California
Indian Folklore ( 1936); and Alexis Godey in Kern County ( 1939)
about the scout and guide, lesser known perhaps rthan Kit Cars.on,
who served with John C. Fremont on his western expeditions. Most
of these books can be found on the shelves of public and school
libraries throughout the San Joaquin Valley.
In addition to the above published works, the bold, clear writing style of "F. F. Latta" is remembered by people of the 1930's
and '40's in his "San Joaquin Primeval" newspaper series which

totaled, in its time, over 2,000 columns and appeared in an impressive number of dailies up and down the San Joaquin Valley.
These articles covered a whole host of topics relating to Valley
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history, geology, archeology, and rivers as well as biographies of
pioneers.
As might be expected, Latta was in considerable demand from
groups of all kinds for talks and lectures during his most active
years and made hundreds of speeches, many w:Uth no remuneration. Although he rarely appears before groups today, he still
occasionally displays his rustic 'folksy'" ability to hold a large
audience in rapt attention, as he did as a guest of the R. C. Baker
Memorial Museum in Coalinga at an annual dinner meeting in
February, 1968.
In 1965, Latta was guest of honor and spoke at a combined
meeting of the California Writers and Artists of the San Joaquin
Valley and the Fresno County Historical Society, in Fresno.
The reader may wonder, just who Latta is and how did he
primarily make his living during his busy, productive years?
Born in 1892 at Orestimba on the Orestimba Creek near Newman, of Eli C. Latta, a Cumberland Presbyterian minister who
held several pastorates in the eas't bay and westside area, and his
school teacher bride, Harmonia (Campbell) La·t ta, Frank was the
seventh of eight children in .the family. His father had come west
from Arkansas in 1850 and after a not altogether unsuccesful period
of mining, engaged briefly in freighting before enrolling in Sonoma
College for the ministry. 4
He credits his elementary teacher, Edith V. Hollingsworth, for
kindling his interest in recording pioneer biographies. 5 After a
period of assorted odd jobs, he earned his teaching credential
from the University of California at Berkeley and began his teaching career at Gustine in 1914. For over thirty years he taught
agriculture and mechanical drawing in Valley high schools. From
Gustine he went to Ceres, Porterville, Tulare ( 1925-32) and
Shafter ( 1932-42). After teaching four more yea:rs at Bakersfield
High School, he assumed the directorship of the Kern County
Museum, which he had helped organize, until his retirement in
1955.
In the opinion of this writer, the San Joaquin Valley has seldom,
if ever, seen another historian like Frank F. Latta. Although many
have labored to preserve and set down the record of historical
events in the Valley, the work ·Of few, if any, have been as extensive
or continuous on such a variety of topics as has that of this man.
While he had academic training at both the University of California at Berkeley and at Santa Barbara as well as at other instihltions, his historical work and writing bear a striking unique19

ness, his methodology was his own. In many cases, few have
plowed the same fields or trod the same ground as he has. Wishing
to inspect for himself the exact locations about which he wrote,
he completely ciroled the San Joaquin Valley from Antioch around
by way of Paleta and Tehachipi to the Consumnes River a feat
which took him many years, covering many thousands of miles.
Only some of the highlights of his life and work, which is as adventurous and as interesting as any he has recorded, may be included in a paper of this length. 6
"After 3:30 that Friday after school was out, I hopped in my
car and r~eaded clear to this little town in the northern part of
the state, and I came up to this fellow while he was feeding his
chickens. He leaned against a post and began answering my
questions; we talked for eight hours." This is a statement by Latta
regarding one of his typical forays in his unceasing quest for
reliable information "in the field," from the lips of pioneers,
Indians, trappers and other informants. He estimates that he has
interviewed 18,000 persons, and has kept records of many of them
on forms which he has perfected since he began in 1906. This
work has gone on virtually uninterrupted except for a two year
stretch in the U.S. Army Air Service during World War I. The
interviews served as the basis and raw material for much of his
historical writings.
To buttress his interviews with further research, he has, over
the years, accumulated newspaper files (particularly of early-day
Stockton and Mariposa newspapers), a well-stocked library containing many now nlTe volumes, and cabinets, files, and safes of
other matter. Latta's interview technique, however, has been his
trademark throughout his long career. He has been quoted as saying: "The man himself is the source, the authority,"' referring to
his interviewee. Although he never used a tape recorder, his writings abound in sometimes c:::llorful, direct quotations. It is interesting to note that Latta presaged the present trend of taping "oral
history" from living old-timers. If it may be said that he erred any
in the direction of the subjectivity of his informants, his writings
contain an early "realism" seldom found in historical writing based
purely on bibliographic research alone.
Talking with Frank Latta today about history is in some ways
like gaining a direct line with the past. His statements, at once
witty and authoratative, carry a ring of authenticity and contain
unexpected anecdotes about famous, infamous, or little known
people of whom one may only have heard. The listener senses that
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what he hears is no mere rehash of secondary information and is
often pleasantly startled to hear a viewpoint tempered by interviews with individuals who were close to an historic event. Latta's
views also show the intimate knowledge which perhaps only comes
after years of familiarity with a wide range of historical topics. He
seems to bring all the depth, breadth, and maturity of his seventyseven years and his large 6'2" frame to whatever subject is being
discussed.
Latta's interests are not narrow; he is remarkably conversant on
a wide range of California, Western, U.S. and Hispanic topics. His
personal library contains many primary source books in the above
fields, including a complete set of Bancroft's works, copies of all
San Joaquin Valley County Histories, originals of Fremont's narratives, Prescott's histories of Mexico and Peru, basic Cherokee
and other Indian works, and dozens of Smithsonian and Bureau of
Ethnology volumes, only to give the reader a sample.
This writer feels privileged to have had several discussions on
historical matters in some depth with the subject of this sketch
whose gracious wife and devoted helpmate, Jean, was usually close
at hand. lt is obvious to the visitor that the two are a close team.
Most of these exchanges have taken place at the Latta's Gazos
Rancho, once a Mexican land grant, located on Cabrillo Highway
near Pescadero, California.
The Latta ranch is deserving of a few remarks itself. The home
was in part converted from the wreckage of the ship Columbia,
which went aground at nearby Pigeon Point in 1869; it is set back
in a small canyon facing an abrupt drop across the highway into
the sea. A local newspaper recently contained an article about the
Lattas, complete with drawings of their home in its picturesque
location.8 Along side it is their Indian museum and in the back
a barn. The over-all impression one gets is that of peacefulness
and serenity. Here Frank and Mrs. Latta quietly live out their retirement, if it may be called that ,tending to chores around the
homesite and occasionally making trips to see -the families of their
four children who live but hours away. Here Latta can continue
to read, research, think, and write his lifelong dedication- history.
In his "retirement," Frank Latta has been assiduously working,
assembling, checking, re-checking, and organizing the raw data
which has taken him a life time to gather, into publishable manuscripts. Some which have been completed for publication are
·Majordomo: Rancho El Tejon, which will contain Latta's interviews with majordomo J. J. Lopez; Death Valley '49'ers; California
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in '53, a diary account of a pioneer which took the author ten years
to assemble bit-by-bit from scattered newspaper installments; Dalton Gang Days, which took him to Kansas; Just Damn Lies; and
Tailholt Tales, about the early Kern County foothill community of
Tailholt. Other manuscripts nearly completed are Sky Farmers and
Mule Skinners, Henry Miller the Cattle King, Sontag and Evans,
and Waterways of the joaquin.
One of the most impressive pieces of work done by Latta, in
the opinion of this writer and deserving of separate attention, is a
dictionary of words of six Yokuts sub-tribes including the Wukchumne, who were located northeast of Visalia on the Kaweah
River. The compilation of these dictionaries took the author many
months of meticulous labor at no possible profit to himself. The
words, their pronunciations and meanings, of a group of people
dying out and which doubtless would have been lost forever, were
hereby painstakingly preserved. The same statement can be made,
of course, about much of the rest of his work among the Yokuts'
dozens of sub-groups. 9
In recent years the manuscript which has perhaps caused the
most comment and commentary in historical circles is Latta's work
on the celebrated California outlaw, Joaquin Murrieta, who was,
in the gold rush days of California's history, allegedly driven to a
life of crime because of personal atrocities committed by the
"gringo." Mr. Latta's extensive work on all aspects of the saga of
Murrieta is immediately ready for the printer after forty years in
the preparation.
·
Standing vitually alone, Latta has long contended that a historic
Joaquin Murrieta existed and with all the complexities and perplexities of the legend, could be identified and researched. Many
critics have long held contrary opinions, perhaps the foremost of
whom was the late San Francisco Chronicle literary editor, Joseph
Henry Jackson. Jackson, a skillful and prolific writer, steadfastly
maintained in his writings a somewhat negative view of any attempt to investigate what he termed the "slim body of facts," 10
dismissing the entire story with all its ramifications as largely
mythological. Elaborating upon the work of earlier scholars, principally Francis P. Farquhar11 and Professor Franklin Walker,12 now
emeritus of Mills College, Jackson bibliographically traced the accumulation of myths and legend which had been added to the

"facts" (however negligible he assumed these to be) by various
later writers. The prototype of the "Joaquin Legend" was in Jackson's view, .t he Murrieta "invented" by John Rollin Ridge who
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wrote the first book-length story on the subject in 1854, one year
after the bandit's alleged death at Cantua Creek. Jackson's ideas
unfortunately have widely been accepted as the last word on the
subject by many western writers, and other individuals who have
not researched the topic far enough.
Latta, on the other hand, in a thoroughgoing and diligent manner, at once refusing to "fictionalize" or "romanticize," has long
sought for whatever "truth" or "fact" may be ascertained a.t this
admittedly late date after the events of 1853. While stating that "I
don't pre tend to know everything there is about Joaquin Murrieta."
He is widely regarded as the most knowledgeable living authority
in the effort to separate facts hom fiction and to trace the real
"historic J oaquin."1 :;
Because of the popularity of the subject, Latta is understandably
guarded against "piracy" of his material until his book is finally
released. He has, · nevertheless, spoken freely about some aspects of
the Murrieta story in his public speeches, private conversations,
and in previews of his book which appeared in the Pony Express,
a monthly publication from the Mother Lode, in 1963. In these he
revealed his interviews with individuals who were close to Murrieta or members ·of his gang. He has made several trips to Mexico
to interview Murrieta's relatives and to glean over information. He
studied, read and re-read the known primary and secondary sources
dealing with the subject and became personal friends of relatives
of John Rollin Ridge and of J. C. Cunningham, author of The
Truth About Mur( r )reta (Los Angeles: Wetzel Publishing Co.,
Inc., 1938), among others who had long studied carefully the Murrieta saga. Latta has systematically tapped archival and old newspaper
documents, plus other little known primary sources and has made
personal visits to most of the locales pertinent to the story for information and pictures to illustrate his book. In short, most authorities agree that Latta's will be a sizeable contribution toward what
is known or can be known about the legendary bandit.
Before coming to the end of this admittedly brief sketch of the
life and work of Frank Latta, the writer, als-o, would wish to state
that he has personal knowledge of the deep loyalty and personal
affection, partcularly of Mr. Pete Barrios and family, for Frank
Latta, dating back to their Kern County Museum days where they
spent seven years together. Mr. Barrios, full-blood Yokuts of the
Tache and Tejon sub-groups, now lives on the Santa Rosa
Rancheria, southeast of Lemoore and recently lost a son in Vietnam.
"Still' pictures of Barrios stalking a deer or starting a fire Indian-

23

fashion are often hanging, sometimes uncredited, where things
Indian are being exhibited in the state. These "stills," from a colorful motion picture series entitled "Indians in California" and
worked on by both Latta and Barrios, are available to teachers in
most county schools audio-visual offices.
To conclude, this writer hopes that someday, all the widely scattered and little known newspaper articles and other writings of
this interesting man may be collected and assembled, perhaps in a
single volume, if possible, or a series, for historical posterity to
appreciate and utilize. If this article has helped to bring an increased awareness and appreciation of Latta's work to the histori.
cal public, the writers' mission has been achieved.
1

This statement was made by Mr. Ira Landerman, Madera newspaper
columnist and local Indian authority. The writer was saddened to learn
of Mr. Landerman's passing this past summer.
2 Of Uncle Jeff's Story, Latta says: "This book cost me $10,000," speaking
of a buried treasure found by a reader as a result of having read a
description of its whereabouts in the book.
3 Noteworthy in regard to the preparation of this book, is the author's
thorough personal explorations of the creeks, arroyos, canyons and other
landmarks along the entire westside of the Valley, taking him several
years to accomplish.
4 From an unpublished "Background and Outline of Development of
Bear State Books, Library and Museum," by F. F. Latta, September,
1969, p. 1 and 2. A brief biographical sketch also appeared in the
July, 1965 issue of Fresno Past and Present, Quarterly Bulletin of the
Fresno County Historical Society, pp. 1-2.
5 Ibid., pp. 3-12.
6 For high adventure, one need only consider Latta's spectacular trip in
his small Alta II boat, in the summer of 1938, accompanied by his son
and two others. This took them northward from Buena Vista Lake in
Kem County following the natural channels through Goose Lake, Tulare
Lake, Summit Lake, Fresno Slough and via the San Joaquin River into
San Francisco Bay, a journey which took them twelve days. A detailed
account of this adventure in Latta's words may be read in "Bakersfield
to Treasure Island in a Boat," in the Westside Progress Review (Riverdale, 1941), pp. 8-9.
This feat was not duplicated until the 1969 flooding. But for the most
part, Latta's activities have been limited to more prosaic means of
gathering data.
7 From "History Project That Never Stops," by Marian Goodman, wl1ich
appeared in Peninsula Midweek, a supplement to The Advance-Star
(Burlingame), November 13, 1968, pp. 1-3.
8 Ibid.
9 The writer does not wish to discount nor distract from similar work
done by other individuals, often unheralded, among the Valley's Indians.
10 The last of Jackson's several writings on the matter may be seen in his
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11
12
13

introduction to the reprint of John Rollin Ridge's, The Life and Adventures of Joaquin Murrieta (Norman: University of Oklahoma, 1955).
Mr. Farquhar's views were recently reprinted in Joaquin Murrieta: The
Brigand Chief of California (Fresno: Valley Publishers, 1969).
San Francisco's Literary Frontier (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1939),
and other writings.
Several authorities have made illuminating contributions, however, notaably: Dr. Richard Coke Wood, Calaveras, The Land of Skulls (Sonora,
1955) pp. 64-71. And in other writings; Mr. Bill Secrest, Joaquin:
Bloody Bandit of the Mother Lode (Fresno : Saga-West Publications,
1967); Mr. Remi Nadeau, "Joaquin- Here, Villian or Myth," Westways
(January, 1953), pp. 18-21; and new recent research oy Dr. Raymond F.
Wood in "New Light on Joaquin Murrieta," The Pacific Historian,
winter edition, pp. 54-65, and in other writings by the same author.

SPARKY BEAR
Fern Sayre, PH researcher
from Sacramento, "baby-sat"
the son of Alice and Smokey
Bear of Folsom Zoo this past
Spring while his keeper was
on vacation. He is eating
mush in the photo taken by
Mrs. Sayre in her home.
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COMMENCEMENT OF THE SEAFARING
LIFE OF JOHN P. SPOONER
This is the first except from the diary of John Pitcher Spooner, early
Stockton, California Photographer. The original diary is located in the
Melville Whaling Room in the Free Public Library in New Bedford,
Massachusetts. The Pacific Historian is grateful to Mr. and i'drs. Fred
Spooner for bringing the copy to the Stuart Library. The entire Spooner
family is cooperating in piecing together the story of this ·outstanding
Stocktonian.

He sailed from New Bedford, Massachusetts on November 12,
1859, on the RAINBOW of New Bedford. By the end of November
several whales had been sighted, and Spooner reports that two
were taken.
On December 31, 1859, the Rainbow set sail for New Zealand.
Thursday, January 19, 1860: "Since leaving Port, we have had
various kinds of weather, but mostly S.E. Today is my birthday
am 15 years old. One of our men, Thomas Williams, died last night
and was buried in the deep blue sea this morning at 7 o'clock."
In late March, 1860, whales were sighted again. Some were
chased for hours with no success, but others were taken, and their

discription was accompanied in Spooner's diaries with sketches and
notations as to the whales' size, the amount of oil procured, etc.
Throughout the spring of 1860, whaling operations continued.
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Tuesday, June 26: "Raised sperm whales- chased them all day
with no success. Seven times hand running have we chased whales,
and no whales yet. Better luck bye and bye. Seen whales 11 times
since November, 1859."
Wednesday, November 21: "Last night before 10 P.M. begins to
rain and snow-cold as the devil."
December 18, 1860: "Cast anchor at the city of Auckland. It is
very large and great many houses and good many ships, schooners,
and sloops."
December 16, 1860: "Auckland is a very handsome city, very
large, a good many houses and a good many ships, schooners, and
sloops."
February 13, 1861: "The RAINBOW is once more herself again."
Thursday, 28: "Breg got a whale yesterday."
March 25: "Raised a ship to leeward at 8 A.M . Ran off a.nd
found that she was whaling."
Friday, November 8, 1861: "Have seen whales three times since
we came ·On to ground have only 20 lbs. of oil."
November 18, 1861: "Moderate wind and pleasant weather. We
have had but very little bad weather the whole season but it seems
that the whales are more in favor of bad weather."
November 23, 1861: "The A. A. is just fTom 'The Coast' brought
us a liittle news ,that they had had a severe battle in Virginia."
Sunday, December 8, 1861: "The wind was very light so we
were unable to work up to the land until 12 o'clock, at which
...
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time the Cap't. and family went ashore, promising to send off our
letters the earliest possible moment. At sunset the boat was reported from the Masthead as just starting. And then what a fever
of excitement all were awake. At about 8 o'clock the boat. We
took his wife and then it was LETTERS. I knew nothing until I
had read two, bearing the names in Familiar hand writing of John
P. Spooner. My first letters and when I shall receive more I know
not."
Thursday, Febraury 20, 1862: "At half past six this morn,
Jemssey raised sperm whales. It being a dead calm we got breakfast and immediately lowered away. About three in the afternoon,
we had the good fortune to strike a large whale, turned up fifteen
miles off. Still a dead calm. At two o'clock the next morning we
got the whale along side after towing about ten hours. This whale
is .t he first one we have had the good luck to take in some time.
116 lbs."
Thursday, March 13, 1862: "Once more in Auckland. Auckland
has grown much during the last year- brick buildings are going
up everywhere."
April 27th, 1862: "Left the ship to go home in the MOUNT
WELLESTON by the kindness of Capt. Coffin."
April 28: "Took a mutual discharge from the RAINBOW to go
home on the MT. WELLESTON, on account of sickness. Officers
and all have been very kind to me, and especially during my
sickness. It was very hard par.ting but all felt it was for the best.
Capt. and Mrs. Nichols have been very kind on the whole voyage."
Thursday, May 15, 1862: "Sunday Island still in sight but a long
way off on the lee quarter. Last night about six o'clock felt quite a
severe shock of an earthquake- have not fe1t one before in some
time."
Sunday, May 18th: "Changed the ship today, have now seen the
remarkable occurance of ~two Sundays coming together'."
Saturday, June 28th, 1862: "Saw a clipper ship heading north,
did not speak to her as she was along way out of our course when
we first raised her. As this is the f:iTst sign we have seen of the
human race since we left Sunday Island May 17th, we were quite
pleased at the sight of a sail. For none but a sailor making passage
can tell the emotions which are excited by those two simple and
apparently meaningless words 'Sail Oh'. But if a few of, or any
one who may happen to read this page would be forty-three days
and not see any signs of human beings but those who are in that
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little world called a ship. I think they would understand fully the
meaning of ~those two simple words, 'Sail Ho' "
Sunday 29th of June, 1862: "If •this weather continues we hope
to be off Cape Horn by the fourth of July. CAPE HORN: that
place of discomfort is most cordially hated by every sailor that has
and has not been round. It is always spoken of with a shudder."
June 30, 1862: "Cold, wet, and windy, is very disagreeable to
anybody, but to the poor sailor it is especially so; he goes on
deck to stand for four hours watch and comes below oold and
wet, and the only comfort is a 'smile', then he turns in, and by
the time he has got nicely warm and comfortable, it is 'all hands
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ahoy- eight hells---1:urn out!' and so to the end of the voyage, such
being only part of the life of the poor sailor."
Friday, July 4, 1862: "What are they doing at home today, I
wonder. Do they think that 'Johnnie Titches' is coming home?
But of course they do not, for how should they know as they
have not had any chance to hear from me."
Monday, July 7th (after passing Cape Horn): How I feel
now that I am again on the same side of the oontinenrt: as
Massachusetts, and with a fair wind and clouds of snowy canvass
set above my head, none but a sailor can tell. How many who
have left home when they were beloved to cross the ocean have
never lived to see the time when they were once more in the
Atlantic."
July 12, 1862: "And the though comes to our minds 'Every
plunge brings us neaxer home.' Home-what magic is in that
short and simple word. Home- How many have no home to go
to- Thank God I have one, and such a home as few boys know
how .to appreciate until they have tried to go along by themselves as for instance a boy gets a notion inrto his head what a
foolish one, too!) ·t hat he must go to sea- then and not til then
does he appreciate and learn the meaning of the word home."
During the month of August, as the MT. WOLLESTON s-ailed
nor.th to New Bedford, the crew was engaged in painting the
ship. Mr. Spooner frequently mentions his exciil:ement at the
prospect of going home. On August 9, 1862, the ship crossed
the equator.
August 23 '62: "Hope to go to Church Sept. 14 at Rochester."
Friday, Aug. 29: "Weather is tremendous hot. Thermometer is
125' in the sun. I think it is seldom as hot as that in Rochester."
Sa:t. Aug, 30: "Yesterday we were much pleased at watching
two swallows flying round us and today only one was to be
seen but he is so tame he will feed out of your hand."
Mon., Sept. 1: "We have three swallows aboard now- they eat
and drink out of hands. What are they doing at home today?
Washing, I suppose, as is usual on Mondays. How many washdays more shall r pass aboard the ship?"
On September 17, 1862, John Pitcher Spooner reached New

Bedfo.r:d.
More will follow in the next PH.
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THE 1858 BATTLE OF STEPTOE BUTTE
(After a letter from lst Lieutenant, 3rd U.S. Artillery Regiment, Charles
Sydney Winder. Edited by Alice Lloyd, his Grand-daughter, and Arthur
T. Brice.)

After service as Adjutant of the Benicia, California, U.S. Army
Command during 1854, Lieutenant Winder returned to his home
in Maryland to marry Allice Lloyd of Wye House, Talbot County,
Maryland, on Augus.t 7, 1855. He returned West with his bride to
Washington Territory, where their first son, Charles Sydney, Jr.,
was born in 1856 at Vancouver Barracks, W.T. Leaving him on
duty, his wife and first child returned to· the Maryland home,
where their second son, Edward Lloyd, was born on June 4, 1858.
The Army Commands at Vancouver Barracks, Walla Walla, and
the Cascades knew that, since early 1857, the Missionaries in
Washington Territory - Fathers Hoeken, Ravalli, and others - although they could go freely wherever they desired - were fearing
a general Indian uprising.
Cayuse, Yakima, Palouse, Spokane, Coer d'Alene, and Walla
Walla tribes were mentioned as hostile in early dispatches. Stock
had been stolen from the Walla Walla Army Post. Two white men
on their way to the Colville mines had been killed. Forty people
living there had peutitioned the Army for protection.
On June 2~ 1858, Lieutenant Winder wrote to his Brother-in-Law,
Charles Henry Key, youngest son of the author of the U.S. National Anthem, fr.om Walla Walla, W.T.:
My dear Charley:
Many thanks for your very welcome letter of April 3rd, which
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I received May 16th. some 150 miles north of this, and in far from
a pleasant situation, as you shall hear in this letter. Ere this
reaches you as you will have lteard, by the papers and through
my letters home, we are in for a big Indian war, also that I was
of the command which had a fight and got into a bad scrape.
I will try to give you a concise account of it, that you may
know definitely of it, for .the papers doubtless have various accounts. Even here rumors were many. A command left this post ·
on May 6th., consisting of portions of three dragoon companies,
and 25 of my men (artillerymen equipped with two small Howitzers), making in all 8 officers and 152 men. We moved in a northerly direction towards Colville, passing through the Nez Perce,.
Pelouse, and Spokane country. For ten days the march was without incident of note, and scarce an Indian had been seen, except
a few friendly ones. We had marched about 150 miles at to within
20 miles of the Spokane River, in the country of the same name,
when suddenly on the 16th. we found ourselves opposed by a
body of Indians, painted and dressed for war, bows strung and
guns loaded. At first sight with my glass I could count but 70, in
a few seconds as if by magic, the moment one or two rode up to
talk they appeared all around us, some 800, and in half an hour
from 1000 to 1200, the Indians here say 1600 which may be true.
A talk was had, and they were determined on fighting; evidently a large combination had been formed, and our movements
watched, awaiting our arrival in this place, where they had the
best positions. They were painted and dressed in the most fantastic .
and savage style; their horses painted and dressed. We formed for
defense, and marched two miles or more to water, they charging
around us, yelling, whooping, shaking scalps and such things over
their heads, looking like so many fiends. Our 'little band behaved
nobly, and kept cool, waiting for them to take the initiative, though
they dashed up even to our lines, without doing anything, however, except yelling. This began about 12M and continued until
about 8:00 PM, when dusk coming they withdrew. All that time
some had been talking with the commanding officer (Colonel E.
J. Steptoe), and we had been standing ready to fight.
T'was Sunday, and I contrasted it with the quiet days passed
among you all at home. About 7:00 PM an express reached us
with our mail and t'was then your letter reached me. I soon read
it and was glad to receive good accounts of all. That night i:t was
supposed we would be attacked. We had a strong guard, and I
was officer of the day. We were up at 2:00 o'clock Monday morn-
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ing, and started to retrace our steps, as it would have been madness to go on. At first not an Indian was to be seen. Shortly after
we started, they were seen in masses following and getting on our
flanks. They began the preformances of the previous day, keeping
at a greater distance, sometimes firing into the air. I was soon
convinced we had to fight. In a short time they fired into our
rear guard, and in a few minutes the fight became general.
The scene beggars description, 1000 of these infuriated devils,
painted and dressed as I said, char-ging in all directions, yelling,
and whooping, and firing on us. They fought well, but we moved
on and got a good position on a hill (Steptoe Butte). For six hours
the firing was hot and heavy. It then abated, but continued until
dark. It began at 8:00 A.M. and lasted near 12 hours. Our loss
was great for our numbers, though considering the force opposed
to us and the length of the affair we were fortunate. Of five
company officers, we lost two, poor Captain Taylor, and Lieutenant
Gaston, fell doing their duty nobly, ,t he former ~received two
mortal wounds, and was buried on the field, the latter fell into
the hands of the Indians, as his company was panic struck on his
falling. Lieutenants Gray and Whee1er, and Doctor Randolph are
gallant spirits, and behaved nobly. We had seven killed and 13
wounded on our side, the Indians acknowldeged nine killed (two
Chiefs), and 20 wounded, many mortally. We feel sure there were
more, for in one charge 12 were left on the field. My men were
cool and courageous, behaving well through the entire affair. I had
three wounded, one severely though not seriously, and he is doing
well. It was a hard days worrk, and nothing to eat.
At night our ammunition was nearly expended, and the numbers
around us increasing, and it was decided to abandon our property,
and make a forced night march for the safety of the command. A,t
10:00 PM we started, and by 8:00PM the next evening (Tuesday)
we had made 85 miles, without sleeping O!f eating. It was a hard
march and exhausted all of us. I can't tell you my feelings or
thoughts during the fight, and march afterwards, while balls were
whistling freely around, and yells ringing in my ears. For two or
three days a£ter did I ever hear the same. T'is the first fight of any
importance I have participated in, and must say in candor I should
be satisfied were my fate .so changed as to prevent my ever going
into another, a strange sentiment you may say for a soldier, and
myself, nevertheless t'is my conviction after recent experience,
though I'll do my duty under all and any circumstances.
We arrived at this post on the 22nd. instant, rather the worse
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for wear and tear and deficient many things we started with, and
having had a short though rough campaign. Such is an account of
a two weks trip out here, as full as I can make it on paper. Some
of these days I will tell you more of it. All is quiet now, and we
are awaiting orders, and an increase of our force. We want 1000
men to operate successfully, where they are to come from I can't
say. I do trust they will be got here soon, and enable us to strike
a decisive blow ere November or December. I will keep you informed of our movements.
Truly your friend and relative,
C. S. WINDER
Editor's Note:- Paragraphs and comments bearing on purely personal and
family affairs have been omitted from this transcript of the letter.

/
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GOLD RUSH CALIFORNIA:
THE ROOTS OF A REGIONAL ETHOS
DRUE

L.

DEBERRY

California! There seems to be a magic in the name that has
attracted miners, settlers, writers, and others for well over a hundred years. But what is that magic? Serious consideration of this
question reveals that there is no simple answer, but rather that
California has offered differing attractions to many people, and the
attractions have changed with time. The purpose of this essay i!l_ to
examine through readily available secondary literature the spirit,
character, manners, morals, and customs of the California gold rush
from 1848 to 1855. The miners' daily life of hard work and privation serves as a backdrop for two central themes of social history
that were ~anifestly apparent during this peoriod: discrimination
and vigilante justice. Interpretations of these themes have changed
as social values have changed. For almost a century after the gold
rush, the hai"dy individualism of the miner in a lawless land was
admired, but recent interpreters, notably Walton Bean, have tended
to see the miner as a cause as well as a cure of the lawlessness. 1
On one point all writers have agreed: the discovery of gold at
Sutter's mill in 1848 marked a turning point in California's history
and the ethos evolved during the gold rush has had a lasting
impact on the state's development.
John Caughey's California is one of several comprehensive single
volume surveys of the state's history that, though somewhat dated,
remains valuable both as a textbook and as a general reference. 2
Caughey presents the miners' life as both exciting, prosaic, and
demanding but offering only uncertain reward. The miners found
the search for gold a "back-breaking business" even when the more
efficient sluice and long tom replaced pans as tools to separate the
gold from river deposits. The discomfort of standing in an icy
stream by day was exchanged at night for an almost equally uncomfortable tent or shack that seldom provided adequate protection from the elements. But .the hope of a rich strike was attraction
enough for many who endured .t he discomforts of the mining
camps without finding sizable reward. The very possibility of a
strike proved a strong temptation to overwork and to neglect cooking and other chores not directly related to the search for gold.
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Caughey believes the wiseset Forty-niners were those who turned to
the business of serving the needs of miners instead of working in
the streams. Even dishwashing offered compensation that was "not
only surer, but higher" than the average miner's return on a claim.
Mining was a gamble in which few struck it rich and many failed
to even meet their expenses. 3
Andrew Rolle's California: A History also reflects the extreme
hardships endured by the miners and the high cost of living that
they faced in the mining camps.4 He claims that the average
miner's earnings in gold were about one hundred dollars per month,
and that many who exhausted savings brought with them to the
mining camps were never able to show a profit for their efforts.
Few would-be miners arrived in California with the equipment or
the knowledge needed for success and this added greatly to their
expense. A common butcher knife proved a valuable tool to dig
gold out of rocks, and in California they sold for thirty dollars! Instead of simple useful tools, Forty-niners arrived with an assortment
of gadgets which were soon discarded for pans, the simplest instrument available.5
Rolle claims that although the individual prospector moving with
his mule from place to place in search of a rich strike symbolized
the gold miner to many Easterners, the miners in faot congregated
in mining camps along streams in harsh environment, often with
only the hope of reward rather than tangible results to sustain
them. These placer camps were not the "pardise" many Forty-niners
expected. There were few accommodations and no conveniences to
offer the miner an escape from his harsh existence. 6
Drinking and gambling became popular to help the miner forget
if he could not escape, and both Caughey and Rolle claim .that
these were favorite amusements, but Caughey believes that the
dissipation was less common than it has often been portrayed. Sunday, according to Rolle, was generally a day for rest and for doing
the week's cooking and mending, but drinking was popular every
night of the week7 •
Richard Van Orman provides a colorful description of the hotels
of gold TUsh California in his book, A Room for the Night.8 He
pictures the hotels of California as being hastily constructed "of
rough boards and ,covered with canvas . . . " in which the only
place to sleep was often a chalked out rectangle on the floor. If
mattresses were available, they were made of straw and infested
with fleas. There was always a bar and the whiskey usually provided "more warmth than the bedding . . . " but Van Orman be36

lieves the hotel was the most important social institution in the
West. 9
In Culture on the Moving Frontier, Louis B. Wright states that
the large number of educated men who came to California contributed significantly to the uniqueness of the mining frontier. 10 He
points out that "lawyers, doctors, teachers, university professors,
and business men were not uncommon in the diggings- . . . " and
they came as miners rather than in professional capacity. But
these men soon discovered it more rewarding to quit mining and
practice their own or a related profession. Wright claims that most
of this educated group remained true to the ethical standards of
their profession, and he dismisses stories of the "preacher turned
gambler . . . " as umepresentative. In fact religious groups early
realized that California was both in need of churches and wealthy
enough to pay for them so some preachers who came as miners
returned to their religious profession. 11
In describing the various mining camps, Robert O'Brien notes
in California Called Them : A Saga of Golden Days and Roaring
Camps that not all professional men prospered.l 2 He describes the
plight of one Forty-niner, Dr. William A. Kelly of Angels Camp,
who, when unable to meet his own bills, inserted the following
plea in the local paper; "All persons knowing themselves indebted
to the undersigned will please call and settle at least a portion of
their indebtedness, as I am very much in need of money." In the
same town, a merchant named Bennegar Rasberry found a vein
of gold bearing quartz while he was hunting and in three days
exb·acted ten thousand dollars in gold.l 3 Wealth was therefore
more often a result of chance than of effort. Charles Shinn reports
in Mining Camps: A Study in American Frontier Government that
the success of even unskilled miners in 1848 often produced over
fifty dollars a day and this attracted "the healthiest and most
energetic young men of the nation . . . " to California in 1849.
But as the number of miners increased, gold became more difficult
to find, even for skilled miners.l 4
Gertrude Atherton's California: An Intimate History is a popular
rather than scholarly treatment by a newspaper woman who was
born in San Francisco in 1857.15 Atherton describes the mining
camps as the place where "the work of demoralization began" in
California, and she claims that there were "as many bars as there
were gallons of bad whiskey. . . . " She characterizes the camps
as magnets for gamblers, crooked lawyers, and easy-money
females. Atherton is particularly vitriolic in her criticism of lawyers
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who "had no desire to break their backs at the mines, but no
aversion whatever from soiling their hands." She claims that many
of the miners worked only long enough to collect sufficient gold to
return to San Francisco where "all were gay and philosophical,
unless they ruined themselves at the tables, when they either remained philosophical or shot themselves in the sand hills."16
California society during the gold rush was predominately
masculine. According to Shinn there were only fifteen women in
San Francisco in the spring of 1849_17 Women were soon arriving
in California, however, and some of the more famous ones are
described in Ronald Dean Miller's interesting Shady Ladies of the
West.1 8 Miller claims that in the heterogeneous California population, gamblers and preachers were sometimes confused because
both wore "boiled shirts," poor miners and rich miners were difficult to distinguish because they dressed alike, but "little confusion
existed when it came to the gentler sex . . .. " Miller believes that
the prostitutes who were attracted to California "became the heart
of the heartless frontier." These women enjoyed a relatively high
social standing in the mining camps until more virtuous women
began to arrive at the placers 19 • One of the most interesting views
of the role filled by the first women in the mining camps is provided by David Belasco in his play The Girl of the Golden West. 20
Belasco's Girl is both bar maid and schoolmarm to the miners and
her reputation in the play, though it might be questioned by the
audience, remains remarkably unsullied to the miners.
Sarah Royce was one of the virtuous women who journeyed to
California, arriving in 1850 with her husband. Mrs. Royce's rememberances of her experiences were later published in A Frontier
Lady: Recollections of the Gold Rush and Early California. 21 Royce
writes that while there were many individual cases of immoral behavior, notice should also be taken of the respectable women who
came to California and helped establish a proper domestic life.22
But if the minority of respectable women in California went unnoticed as Royce claims, other minorities received an unwelcome
share of public notice and scorn. The gold rush occurred in the
wake of the Mexican War and before the anti-Mexican sentiment
aroused during the War could subside. Many of the miners attracted to California had fought in the War, and they disliked
competing with their recently defeated enemies in the placers. The
gold rush also attracted other races that the American miners considered "inferior." Under these conditions, discrimination became
an established practice.
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Charles Shinn, an early interpreter of the gold rush, claims that
where the "American element kept strongly in the majority," the
gold rush period was one of "unity" and "fellowship." He accuses
the Mexicans of making the mining camps unsafe, and he claims
that the culture they brought to California was "thoroughly alien."23
One of the most regrettable aspects of Shinn's view of the
Mexicans in California is the wide acceptance that it has enjoyed.
Shinn writes as though the Mexicans in California were but newly
arrived instead of the people dominant in the area long before the
American conquest. He fails to recognize that the more alien culture in California was American, not Mexican. Shinn portrays "outlaws and desperadoes" as foreigners and the force that "served to
weld the Americans into a closer union" so that law and order
might be established. He does admit that the "tendency to despise,
abuse, and override the Spanish Americans may well be called one
of the darkest threads in the fabric of Anglo-Saxon frontier government,'' but Shinn feels this is the result of "carelessness" instead of
"deliberate injustice." 24
In addition to the Mexicans, Chileans, and other Latin Americans, Shinn il"eveals that Chinese were also discriminated against
by the miners and, as late as 1882, some local mining laws "forbade any miner to sell a claim to a Chinaman. . . . " There were
even areas in California where "no Chinaman . . . [was] allowed
to set foot." Shinn claims that this was because Americans found
the Chinese to be "adept claim and sluice box thieves . ..."25 He
offers no proof of this, nor is there substantial evidence in other
sources to support this claim.
Certainly, Shinn's view that discrimination resulted from "carelessness" rather than "deliberate injustice" is untenable in the face
of specific discriminatory laws on the California statute books!
But Shinn's book should not be discounted because of the flaws
that a'l."e evident today, rather it should be read with care for a
late-nineteenth-century Californian's view of discrimination during
the gold rush and his own time. Shinn's book has not stood the test
of close historical investigation, but it offers an insight into the
gold rush period.
Wright noted that the presence of an educated group in the
California placers distinguished it from other frontiers .26 But it
should also be noted that the Mexicans and Chinese who came to
California were generally illiterate. The contemporary view of
discrimination therefore tends to be one-sided and incomplete because few of those discriminated against left records.
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Leonard Pitt in The Decline of the Californios: A Social History
of the Spanish-Speaking Californians, 1846-1890, presents the confrontation between the Spanish-speaking Californians, and the
Anglo-Saxon Forty-niners as the plight of an established culture
being submerged in the American melting pot. ~ 7 In 1848, when the
Californios had the advantage of nearness to the gold fields and
only limited competition, about thirteen hundred of them worked
claims. Pitt reports, however, that by 1849, they were greatly outnumbered by the Anglos who attempted to exclude them from the
mines.~ 8

Pitt claims that the source of discrimination was economic, and
that the Americans felt the Mexicans were "cheapening the value
of labor." He points out that slavery was an important issue during
the gold rush. Many miners viewed Mexican peons and Negro
slaves as intolerable competition in the mining areas because their
presence would tend to equate slave work to white man's work.
This attitude, rather than any idealism, is the reason why California
sought admission as a free state according to Pitt. The Anglos
wanted California free of slaves, £ree of Negros, and free of
foreigners. In this environment, "each Latin American had to account not ·only for his own crime but also for the crimes of all
other Latin Americans, and even for the derelictions of the sheriffs
and jailers."29
One method used by the Anglos to exclude Mexicans hom the
mines was a foreign miner's tax. Pitt points out that payment of
the tax did not assure protection from local discrimination, nor did
the tax raise as much revenue as had been hoped for because of
the dishonesty of the Anglo tax collectors. The Mexicans at Sonora
opposed the tax, and Pitt relates that when one Mexican seemed to
threaten the sheriff, a bystander killed the Mexican with a bowie
knife. 30
·
Pitt believes that although there were relatively few Spanishspeaking people in California during the gold rush, it was .the discrimination against these few that established the attitudes still
prevalent in the twentieth century. He sees a direct relationship
between the forty-niner's attitude toward "greasers" and the modern
Californian's attitude toward "wetbacks."31 This well-balanced book
offers a refreshing .interpretation of the people who Shinn could
only view as "foreigners."
The Chinese were also attracted to California by the gold rush,
though few of them arrived before 1851. In 1852, however, over
eighteen thousand arrived and both Pitt and Atherton agree that
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in that year the Chinese replaced the Mexicans at the bottom of
the social pyramid.32 The Chinese, by their dress and danish
customs, were even more obviously "foreign" than the Mexicans.
Additionally, Atherton claims that the Chinese irritated the Anglos
by displaying a "sense of the economical superiority of the Asiatic,
. . . " and by sending gold back to China. As a result, the
Chinese were driven from most of the mining areas by discriminative tax:es, local "laws," and force. Most of the Chinese then went
to San Francisco, "where they proceeded to reduce the cost of
living by their low charges as laundrymen, merchants, .street
venders, and servants.33
Wright sees economic competition between the Anglos and ·t he
"foreigners" as only a partial explanation for the existing discrimination. In addition he feels that there was a basic determination by
the Anglos to remake California in the image of existing American
states. This nativistic quality, according to Wright, is a persistent
part of the American character, but it flourished notably in California during the gold rush. 34 Rolle points out that while Mexicans
and Chinese were excluded from the mines on economic grounds,
they were "too valuable a source of cheap labor to exclude permanently from the employment market."35 Caughey illustrates how
deeply discrimination was felt by a description of a vigilance committee hanging in 1855. An Anglo, Dave Brown, was tried and
convicted in Los Angeles and sentenced to die, but when he objected to being "hanged by 'a lot of greasers' . . . the SpanishAmerican volunteers stepped aside and let an all-American crew
haul on the rope."3 6
Betty Lee Sung's Mountain of Gold: The Story of the Chinese
in America is an informative history of the Chinese in America
from the gold rush to the present.37 She claims that there exists in
America a "fixation about the Chinese that demands the sensational,
the lurid, the peculiarities, and the mysteries of this national group
to the exclusion of fact." In her opinion the result has been a distorted and one-sided view of the Chinese in America that persists
even today. Sung notes that though there were more Irish than
Chinese in the mines, the Chinese bore the brunt of the miners'
tax, because the Chinese looked more foreign. 38
Walton Bean points out that even the state supreme court discriminated against the Chinese. Citing an 1850 state law that forbade
Indians and Negroes from testifying in court, twenty-nine year old
Chief Justice Hugh C. Murray ruled, in People v. Hall in 1854,
that "Chinese were legally Indians, since both were . probably de41

scended from the same Asiatic ancestors." Bean also notes that the
Indians received even harsher treatment than the Mexican and
Chinese. Since it was not possible in California to move the Indians
West, "many American settlers argued that the only solution was
to remove them from the face of the earth." During the two
decades after the gold rush, the Indians were decimated in a
series of "wars" financed by the state government. 39
Although Mexican and Chinese miners were often excluded from
the mining camps, Mexican and Chinese women "were specially
imported ... to work in the saloons ... selling drinks and themselves. . . . " Pitt claims that ,t he sexual rivalry thus resulting
between Anglos and Latin-Americans was the most incendiary conflict between these races because the apparently free Spanish
women were often jealously protected. 40
Ronald Dean Miller writes that during the gold rush, the
miners' preference for female companionship was first French, then
Spanish, American, English, and last, Chinese. He claims that all
these, only the Chinese women failed to adjust to the developing
California society and that in fact, "the only thing shared in common by the two cultures was prostitution." This probably explains
why the Chinese women were the last choice of the miners and
the least expensive of the imported women. 41
During the gold rush, California was an unstable society in
which wealth came apparently as much by chance as by hard work
and where many men were frequently moving in search of a new
location to exploit the riches of the land. Since wealth, or the lack
of it, was not apparent in many cases, and because several obviously different ethnic groups were present, society was more often
structured on a racial rather than a financial basis. In addition to
the instability produced by racial tensions, there was a lack of
effective law and order in the mining camps and in the towns.
Under these circumstances, many mining camps turned to vigilante
justice.
Wayne Card's Frontier Justice, a well written study of vigilante
justice in the Trans-Mississippi West, pictures the vigilante committees as agents of "social action" to eliminate "bad men."42 He
sees this as a "step toward setting up satutory courts" in the West
where "order often came before law." Card offers several reasons
for the rise of vigilante justice in California, but the most important

was to avoid anarchy. Local law enforcement by the majority of
the miners was preferable to the absence of any law and the
vigilance committee did, in Card's view, discourage crime. 43
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Local laws were relatively simple and commonly directed against
claim jumpers, sluice box robbers, horse thieves, and murderers.
Men suspected of violating these laws in the mining camps were
tried by a selected jury in the large camps. In the smaller camps,
all the miners might assemble as the jury. If a man was convicted,
there was no appeal and the sentence of the vigilantes was quickly
carried out. Card notes that sometimes the penalties were "overly
severe" and there were cases of innocent men being executed, but
he claims that the vigilantes "usually .. . were fair . . .. "44
A lack of jails is cited by Card as a reason for the severe penalties imposed in the mining camps. He also claims that there was
"seldom . . . anyone with legal training available . . . " to assure
a fair trial. Without jails and the prudence of established law,
sentences of banishment, ear cropping, and branding were the best
convicted men could hope for, and "informal hangings were common. . . . " Even so, Card believes the vigilance committees of
the gold camps were a decided advance beyond the violence that
had characterized other frontiers. 45
Charles Shinn saw the California mining camps as a reflection
of the ability possessed by Americans for self-govenment when they
find themselves beyond established society and not regulated by
law. He also claims that the thieves at the placers were usually
"the hangers-on of the camp, the idle Mexicans . . . . " To these,
"the miner's court was never wittingly cruel in its judgements, but
it was liable to be swayed by prejudice or passion." Shinn's rather
hollow excusal of this tendency is that "nearly always" some men
of courage were available to control the passion of the crowd. 46
In 1953, John Caughey wrote that "a peculiar situation existed"
in the mining camps that compelled the miners to take law enfmcement into their own hands. The miners had advanced across the
land faster than the machinery of government and they were therefore forced to establish local law. Caughey claims that the historical
consensus in 1953 was that the miners' justice was administered
"remarkably well" but he notes that only two men, a Frenchman
and a Spaniard, were hung in 1848 and he sees this as an early
indication of race prejudice. 47
In 1960, Caughey's Their Majesties the Mob expressed a revised
view of vigilante justice as action "too capricious to be a steady
deterrent to crime."48 Caughey challenges the thesis that lawful
courts were not available and he clAims that throughout 1849
courts were as near as the larger towns and that in 1850 they
were functioning "up and down the Mother Lode . .. . " It was
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not a lack of courts, but rather the miners' desire for expediency
that led to vigilante justice.49 The vigilantes therefore often supplanted existing law while claiming to establish law in a lawless
land.
Caughey condemns vigilante law because it started with a presumption of guilt. Prisoners had to prove their innocence mther than
defend it. The absence of competent judges and the passion which
usually characterized trials added to the prisoner's difficuLty. When
men were convicted and executed, the carnival atmosphere that
sometimes prevailed anathematised justice.50 According to Rolle,
the very presumption of guilt was generally equivalent to conviction and often resulted in "vindictive punishment." Under these
conditions vigilante justice was difficult to distinguish from lynching.sl
William Henry Ellison declwes in his book, A Self-governing
Dominion: California, 1849-1860, that only "surface good" resulted
from vigilante law. 52 The disregard of civil rights which accompanied vigilante law often caused more trouble than it solved
and in fact was nothing more than lynch law. Criminals often
joined the vigilante groups to escape their wrath. Vigilante justice,
according to Ellison, frequently yielded to mob action where
"drink and race hatred played prominent parts." This lynch law
resulted from inefficient local administration that pitted untrained
judges against sharp lawyers and often resulted in acquittal for
men the miners believed guilty. Ellison also peints out that Mexican
laws were in force in California until they could be replaced by
state laws, and the miners showed scant respect for these "foreign"
laws in a "foreign" language. This disrespect for Mexican law was
later directed against unpopular state laws by vigilante groups. 53
Ellison illustrates the difficulty faced by the California courts
w1th his description of the first jury trial which took place on
September 4th, 1846. The jury was composed of Mexicans, Californios, and Americans. The prosecutor spoke only English and
the defendant spoke only French. An Englishman served the court
as interpreter. Most of the jury understood only Sparlish and they
returned a verdict of acquittal. 54
Walton Bean believes that the vigilante leaders could have performed a greater service to society by supporting the existing law
instead of trying to replace it. He doubts the "real value" of their
extra legal activities and notes that in their proceedings, the
vigilantes left a dangerous 'tradition of contempt for the normal
process of government."55 Bean sees the vigilance committees as
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evidence of social disorganization in California rather than sharing
Card's view that they were agents of "social action." 56
The interpretations of vigilante justice that stood for a century
are being revised as the result of new research and changing social
values. Caughey has pointed out that legally constituted courts
were more available than early studies were willing to admit. No
doubt there was a lack of jails in the mining camps, and there were
probably few capable men willing to live in the camps and earn the
pay of a sheriff when they could work in the streams and hope
for a greater reward. But could jails have been constructed and
capable sheriffs hired? Was the vigilante method the only method
available to eliminate crime in the camps? Would order have been
possible if the miners had supported instead of supplanted existing courts? These questions await and merit a more thorough investigation than they have received. That vigilantes "usually . . .
were fair" is commendable; that they were at times unfair is deplmable. That men of courage "nearly always" managed to control
the mob's passion is not an acceptable guarantee against the inherent danger of mob law. Much of the early writing on vigilante
justice came from former vigilantes or their sympathizers and must
be subject to serious review. The questions recently raised by
Ellison, Bean, and especially Caughey should stimulate scholars
to .this end.
The California gold rush has been recognized as a turning point
in the history of the state, but not all writers have agreed on the
historical significance of the gold rush. As with interpretations of
vigilante justice, views have changed with time. Early interpreters
of tne gold rush tend to see it as a .more important event in the
history of the state than do more recent writers.
Charles Shinn holds that the mining camps of the gold rush
initiated western institutional life, and he sees this as "the original
contribution of the American pioneer to the art of self government. . . . " He believes the miners "showed large and noble
capacities for bringing order out of chaos, strength out of weakness,
because they were a picked body of men ..." and he doubts that
the stamp they left on the social fabric of the land will ever be
erased. One specific impact of the mining society, according to
Shinn, was the "social and spiritual significance given to the
partnership idea." Additionally, the mining law developed in the
gold rush has served as a base for most mining law developed
throughout the West. Shinn recognizes thai!: "laws change, and
systems decay," but he believes that the test of the society's great-
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ness is the "literary expression" it effectuates and that because of
the unique environment and institutions resulting from the gold
rush, California is equal to that test. 57 Gertrude Atherton takes a
more cynical view of the California society that evolved in the
wake of the gold rush. She notes that John Sutter, the discoverer
of gold in California, died a lonely and forgotten man. Only after
his death, did "California suddenly . . . remember him and .. .
spend several thousand dollars on a big bronze effigy, which now
stands over his grave near the spot where he enriched the world
and starved to death." 58
Andrew Rolle notes that the gold rush brought a mass of
people to California, many of whom settled in the state and contributed to its early growth and later importance. John Caughey
agrees with Rolle and adds that many of the people attracted to
California by the gold rush "never washed a pan of gravel . . . ",
but turned to mor,e familiar and enduring employment that contributed to the state's early growth. However, many of the Fortyniners left California, according to Caughey, who points out that
passage from San Francisco via Panama, the favored Teturn route,
was often at a premium. 59
Walton Bean takes a decidedly different view of the significance
of the gold rush in California history. The gold msh, to Bean, "was
the product of a kind of mass hysteria, and it set a tone and
created a state of mind in which greed predominated and disorder
and violence were all too frequent." He believes the miners were
generally "unsuccessful, disillusioned, embittered men" and that
"most of those who remained in California did so because they
failed to accumulate even enough to get them back home." Bean
believes that California would have been "better off if it had contained no gold at all ... " because the other natural resources of
the state would have attracted populaJtion gradually and allowed
for a more orderly social development. To support his view Bean
points to the value of only one year's agricultural crop in the
1960's and notes that its value is greater than all the gold ever
produced in the Sltate.60 Gold has been a more spectacular than
substantial factor in California's growth.
No doubt historians and other writers will be stimulated by
Walton Bean's book to start a new series of commentaries on the
California gold rush. With time, Bean's views may be disproved

or substantiated, but in any case, it seems probable that the gold
rush will continue to be studied and recognized as a significant
turning point in the history of California. One might also hope
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that a continuing study of gold rush California would yield a
significant insight into persistent social problems and attitudes that
confront Americans today.
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Chloe Aurelia
Clarke
Willson
First Teacher on Puget Sound
ERLE HowELL
Chloe Aurelia Clarke became the first teacher on Puget Sound
in 1840, 1 when she began her work at the Indian Mission established by Jason Lee at Nisqually, near Olympia, in the present
state of Washington. In 1844 she became the first instructor at
Oregon Institute, later Willamette University, at Salem, Oregon. 2
The children and grandchildren of Chloe Clarke and her husband,
William Holden Willson, have been prominent in business, literary
and religious circles for a hundred years. 3
Yet Chloe's greatest contribution was a sincere and devoted
Christian life, the memory of which continues to shed radiance
over her beloved Northwest.
Chloe Aurelia Clarke was born at East Windsor, Connecticut,
April 16, 1818.4 She completed her secondary education at Wilbraham Academy, Wilbraham, Massachusetts, the school attended by
Jason Lee a decade earlier. She was a young woman of deep piety,
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a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, possessing winning
personality, sterling character and was highly capable. When Chloe
responded to the call to join the Oregon Mission many of her
friends were perplexed. But entries in her diary 5 reveal her motives.
She saw in this an opportunity to fulfil her long-felt desire to give
her life to win the lost to Christ.
In September, 1839, the Oregon-bound missionaries began to rendezvous in New York to be briefed for the journey in the Lausanne, and their work on the Pacific Coast.6 It was at this period
that Chloe began to enter in her diary the most intimate and
personal thoughts of her heart. A copy for this document, now in
the Northwest History Collection at the Library of Willamette
·University, Salem, has preserved for future generations the most
revealing insight, now remaining, into the heart of this pioneer
teacher.
Chloe wrote, 'I feel that I love God with all my heart and my
neighbor as myself. Thanks to God for His great salvation! When
shall the news of God's love to man be known throughout the
earth?"
Other entries during this month indicated that Chloe, with other
missionaries, attended many meetings, church services and prayer
meetings for the enrichment of her spirit. She recorded frequent
sessions "alone with God" in her room. Her mood at this time
and throughout the journey on the Lausanne was that of selfexamination, recommitment of her life to God and confession of
her faults, real or imaginary.
Aboard the Lausanne, that sailed from New York Harbor,
October 9, 1839, were thirty-four adults and eighteen children. 7
Among the adults were six ministers and their wives, eight lay
workers and their wives, five single women and an Indian youth
whom Lee had taken East in 1838.
Chloe Clarke was one of four teachers sent out to assist with the
educational program among the Indian children. One young woman
was sent to serve as stewardess at the central mission.
While Miss Clarke made fvequent entries in her diary she rarely
mentioned fellow-passengers save in connection with some prayer
meeting. Besides frequent mention of her own seasickness she
occasionally referred to the illness of others including Lucy Thompson Lee to whom Jason Lee had been married in the summer of
1839.8
Chloe casually noted the departure of the Lausanne from New
York, mentioned the speed of the ship, its approach to Rio de
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Janeiro, and the rounding of Cape Horn, but she did not record
the ship's entry into the Columbia River nor its arrival at Vancouver.
In her diary one suddenly finds Chloe at Nisqually teaching
Indian children, shortly thereafter on the journey to Willamette
Falls where she and her husband were to take new employment.
During the ten years covered by the diary Chloe apparently considered geographical places and current events, not intimately related to her and her family, as of relative unimportance. When in
New York she expressed a sense of dismay at the great distance the
Oregon country would separate her from home and family.
On October 4, five days before the Lausanne sailed, she confided to her diary her sense of distance and finality. She wrote, "I
have spent the day in writing to friends whom I never expect to
see again on this earth. 0 that I may meet them in heaven!"
The young missionary teacher apparently was completely absorbed in spiritual self-analysis, the search for greater dedication to
God and His work and deeper spiritual experience.
On October 16, one week at sea, Chloe spoke of a dolphin caught
by the steward, and of her amusement at seeing the huge fish
throwing themselves above water ·t!O plunge again into the depths.
The following day she spoke of the pleasant weather and referred
to the continued illness of Mrs. Jason Lee. "We have very much
to be thankful for," she continued, "abundant evidence that God
is for us and feel assured that no weapon formed against us will
be permitted to prosper."
Chloe reported to her diary on November 6, "Denied myself of
dinner that I may spend the time in holding converse with God. I
have been examining my own heart. The result is I find that I have
not so fully glorified God in all things as His word requires."
Three days later the missionary wrote, "The more closely I examine the Word of God the more fully am I convinced that none
but those who are willing to deny themselves, take up their cross
daily, and follow Christ through evil as well as good report, will
ever reach heaven."
Although Miss Clarke taught the missionary children during the
eight-months voyage on the Lausanne, she first mentioned this
activity in connection with the outline of her daily duties, November 27. On that day she revealed how full was the schedule she
had imposed upon herself. She said, ". . .. from six to seven in the

morning is my time for morning devotions. From seven to eight
study, breakfast at eight, prayer meeting in our room at half past
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eight, from nine until ten studying, from ten until twelve instructing the children of the Missionaries, from twelve to one studying
music, half an hour for dinner, half an hour after dinneT for
secret devotions, from two until three for reading; from three until
half past four, the afternoon session of my school, reading until
five, from five until six prayer meeting in our room, tea at six,
family prayer at seven, after which we usually have prayer or class
meetings or lectures. These with singing school twice a week,
knitting, sewing and writing keep me very busy. I think our school,
Sabbath school and Bible class are doing as well as we could expect in such a place and under such circumstances."
An entry, January 10, 1840, is characteristic of the young teacher. "One hundred miles south of Cape Horn," she wrote, "tossed
to and fro upon the boisterous deep. This is the most rough day
we have had since we left New York. When I awoke this morning
I felt that we were in danger of a watery grave. But my mind
was calmly stayed upon God. I feel that angels are watching over
me and nothing can harm me without the permission of my heavenly Father."
Dr. H. K. Hines refers to the storm mentioned here as one that
drove the ship three hundred miles off course requiring nine days
for the Lausanne to reach a point off the straight of Magellan. 9
From Drs. Hines and Cornelius J. Brosnan10 one learns that the
Lausanne entered the harbor at Valpariaiso, Chile for supplies.
From there the ship went to the Sandwich Islands, casting anchor
in Honolulu Harbor April 11, 1840. On April 28 the voyage was
resumed and the ship cast anchor at Baker's Bay in the Columbia,
near Astoria, May 21. Vancouver was reached June 1, 1840.
The entire missionary force, new and old, assembled at Vancouver, June 13, for conference and assignments to their various
fields of labor.l 1 The conference was concluded June 15, and Dr.
John P. Richmond, Chloe Aurelia Clarke and William Holden Willson were assigned to Nisqually. This was the first assignment by
the Methodists to any work in what is now the state of Washington.
Dr. Richmond's family consisted of his wife America, and her
two daughters by a previous marriage to Dr. Alexander Talley of
the Choctaw Indian Mission in Indian Territory. They were Martha
and Harriett, born in Indian Territory, Dr. Richmond's first daughter, Felicia, born in Illinois, October 3, 1837, and a son Oregon,
born in New York while his parents awaited the sailing of the
Lausanne. 12
William Holden Willson had been assigned to the Oregon Mis-
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sion in 1837,13 as a carpenter in the secular department. While there
he had been closely associated with Dr. Elijah White, also connected with the Oregon Mission. Dr. White had assisted Willson
to acquire the rudiments of medicine and thereafter he came to
be known as "Dr." Willson. Accompanied by David Leslie, he had
visited Nisqually in April, 1839 and had started erection of the mission house to be used by the Richmonds and by Miss Clarke as
a schoolroom. Before the building was fully completed Willson
returned to the Mission on the Willamette to await the arrival of
the reinforcements on the Lausanne.
Under Willson's guidance the Richmonds and Miss Clarke left
Vancouver, July 2, 1840, for their assignment on Puget Sound, one
hundred and fifty mites away. Dr. Richmond left an account of this
journey written a few months after the event. His statement was
recorded for the first time in 1932, by Dr. Cornelius J. Brosnan. 14
The first fifty miles of the journey was down the Columbia
River. Of the route from this point, according to Dr. Brosnan, Dr.
Richmond wrote, ". .. . entered the mouth of the Cowlitz River.
We found the current for some miles tolerably smooth; but after
that it became rapid and required the utmost energies of our boatmen to make headway. We, however, had a pleasant time; and
in two days ascended the river to the commencement of the portage, and on Sabbath morning 5th July, we were encamped on the
banks of the river, contigous to the Cowlitz farming port, belonging to the Hudson's Bay Company. Here we spent the Sabbath as
pleasantly as we could; but we had a very disagreeable night,
occasioned by the arrival of a considerable number of Indians who
encamped all around us, and who annoyed us during the whole
night with whooping and singing. We slept but little; one of us
being compelled to keep a look out to prevent the Indians from
stealing our goods, which otherwise were rather exposed!" Dr. Richmond also related how, on Monday morning, Charles Forrest, in
charge of the farm, invited the company to take up quarters in the
farmhouse, sent a cart for their baggage and horses for the ladies
to ride the distance of two or three miles from the landing.
On Tuesday, July 7, 1840, the journey to Nisqually was resumed
overland. Forrest provided necessary carts and horses to convey
them over the rough road. Three days later, July 10, the party
arrived at their destination and there a Hudson's Bay representative
welcomed them into comfortable quarters at the fort. Here they
remained three weeks until Willson was able to complete the mission building to the point of livability. Just how comfortable it was
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may be judged from Dr. Richmond's description of it " . . . . we
removed and commenced housekeeping for ourselves," he wrote.
"Our cooking for several months was done out of doors, and our
table consisted of several boxes permanently located in the middle
of the floor."
Characteristically, Chloe made no mention of such inconveniences. Nor did she record the date of her first meeting with her
Indian students. But it is a safe guess that she began to search for
prospective pupils the first day at the station.
Meanwhile, Willson, the only unmarried man on the staff of the
Oregon Mission, did not give his attention solely to carpentry. This
is witnessed by his marriage to Chloe, August 16, 1840, just thirtyseven days after the arrival at the mission. Dr. Richmond officiated
at this, the first American marriage on Puget Sound. 15
Oddly enough Chloe did not refer to this event in her diary. The
first mention of her husband appeared in her record for April 6,
1841 when she said, "I find my time very much taken up with the
cares of my family and my scholars. The task of instructing the
youthful minds in the principles of science and religion is as
pleasant to me as ever. No work to me looks so desirable. I would
that I could enter in more fully than I can at present. I sometimes
think I am doing the last I shall ever do in this world. . . . The ties
which bind me to a beloved companion and the desire of being
useful to the heathen is all that binds me to earth."
On May 9 Chloe again wrote, "Since my last date I have been
very sick. I have given premature birth to a tender infant. God
has permitted us to hold it in our embrace three short days and
then in mercy relieved the little sufferer of all its pains and took
it to himself."
Then the sorrowing mother reasoned within herself that perhaps the hand of God was within the experience because, had the
child's birth been delayed until its full time she probably would
have been taken out of the world.
The entry of June 9, 1841 was made at the Cowlitz. Chloe reported that four days before, she and her husband had left Nisqually on Horseback, arriving at the point from which the note was
written the evening before. "In our journey here," she noted, "I
realized most truly that dangers stand thick and all around to hurry mortals to the tomb. Monday evening we camped on the spot
where an Indian was shot by another Indian who owed him a

grudge."
Ten days later the entry was made at Willamette Falls where
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she reported that while waiting to met Jason Lee she was busy
making shirts for the Indians. On June 27 she spoke of the beauties
of spring, but expressed the feeling that she was in the land where
ignorance and superstition hold their complete sway. "I feel much
dissatisfied with what I have done for the heathen" she wrote.
"My labors for their souls seem faint and few and I know not that
I can at present be of that service to them that I anticipated, except by my example."
The days at Willamette Falls were filled with frustrations. Chloe
saw need all around, but being on regular assignment felt helpless
to serve. Her husband whose duties took him from home on protracted missions, was much in her thoughts and she found hers.e lf
very lonely at times.
On July 4 Chloe reported that the Indians had threatened their
lives and on the 17th she said, "The Lord is still our protector ...
I look upon all things around me as dark and uncertain. My only
consolation is in looking up to God . . . ."
On August 6 Chloe said that her husband had gone to spend a
time at Willamette (the Central Mission station), and on the 14th
she said, "My dear love has been absent one week yesterday. The
time seems very long, but I am saved from painful anxiety by
resting all in the will of God." On August 16 she spoke for the
first time about the day of her marriage which had taken place
one year earlier. "The time has passed swiftly and pleasantly away,"
she wrote, "Sweet and sacred has been the peace and happiness
which I have enjoyed in the society of one of the best of husbands .. . ."
In October, 1842 Chloe noted that because of ill health Willson
felt compelled to sever his connection with the Mission and accept
employment as a physician. She said, "1 feel that we are by no
means leaving !.h e mission field. We are only leaving one department for another where we hope to be more useful."
February 1; 1843 Mrs. Willson recorded the accidental drowning
of six of their fellow workers whose canoe went over the falls. Two
days later she wrote, "I think the solemn warning has been sanctified to my good. I feel the importance of . being ready to meet
my God . ... ."
An entrance on Chloe's birthday, April 16 of this year, reveal
her constant awareness of the need to be morally and spiritually
alert. "Twenty-five years have I lived in this vale of tears," she
wrote. "Before 25 years more shall have passed I shall without
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doubt be in heaven or in hell. I do resolve to devote myself fully
to God and his cause."
On April 30, Chloe indicated she had begun a small Sunday
sc~1ool and ·On May 1 she said, "I commenced my favorite employment of teaching. My charge is a small but very precious one."
One could wish she had been more specific at this point.
Scores of notations in her diary re¥eal her daily reactions <to
personal e~eriences . About this time she remarked upon the
profitable experience of listening to a sermon by her husband.
She spoke of the interest she felt in her school and her Sunday
school.
On July 5 Chloe wrote that she had formed a Temperance
Society, and on the 18th she noted having attended the first camp
meeting for whites held in Oregon, saying she had been gre;J.tly
blessed. This was the camp meeting held on the Tualatin Plains,
near Hillsboro beginning July 3, 1843. The famous mountain man,
Jo Meek, professed conversion at this meeting, but later reverted
to his old life.16
This entry was followed by an account of another camp meeting
at the Willamette Mission. Periodically she mentioned the privation
of the society of her husband who had been called away on various
missions connected with his work as a physician.
February 13, 1844 Chloe expressed thanks to God, for "a companion who is truly a helpmeet for me in the way to heaven." On
the same day she referred to Willson's being called away again.
Then she wrote, "I had a severe struggle yesterday in my mind
between duty and affection. Duty to my scholars seemed to say,
'Stay," affection to my companion, 'Go!' After a severe struggle
I decided upon denying self and doing duty. Today my mind has
been as calm and peaceful as it was disturbed yesterday."
Ten days later Chloe referred to a number of murders among
the Indians of the vicinity and the threat to the lives of a number
of white men. On the eighth of March she noted that three white
men had been wounded and that two of them later died. On
March 20 Mrs. Willson related the struggle she and her husband
were experiencing to decide whether to continue with the present employment or to give it up in order that Willson could give
himself entirely to the ministry. He had been asked to take
charge of the congregation at Tualatin Plains. She did not state
the final decision, but for days later spoke of hearing her husband

preach.
July 10, 1844 Chloe stated that it had finally been decided that
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they should go to the Oregon Institute at Salem and on August 13,
she wrote that the school had opened its first session that day and
that she had commenced her work with five scholars.
On the opening day of the new school, which would eventually
become Willamette University, Chloe's words reveal prophetic insight and that dedication without which the embryonic university
could not have lived. "I feel the weight of responsibility which
rests upon me," she said, "in giving character to this infant instiution . . . . 0 my Father . . . . thou seest the desire of my
heart for the prosperity of this institution, but without thy blessing
it can never prosper."
By September 15 the number of students had increased to 13.
The human frailty, with which Chloe Willson, like all mortals,
had constantly to deal is revealed in two entries at this period. On
April 5, 1846, .she said, "I have been exceedingly tossed and
tempted by Satan of late, but this day the Lord appears for my
deliverance. 0 that I may attain and retain complete victory." On
the following July 1, she confides, "No, 0 my Father, I pray thee
help me henceforth to serve thee from a fixed principal not from
feeling."
A fourth term of the Institute opened July 27, 1846 and on
August 3, Chloe wrote, "On the account of some trials connected
with our school last term I felt disheartened about engaging in it
again. But I have never spent a happier week in school than the
past!" Chloe was experiencing life such as all serious persons find it
to be.
On the closing day of school, June 14, 1847, Chloe wrote, "The
Lord has been with us and granted us peace and prosperity."
Mrs. Willson, on September 14, 1848, 17 announced the birth of
"a lovely daughter" and continued, "I feel that the trust is one of
very great importance and that my influence upon her will be
felt through eternity . ... " The lovely daughter was Frances, who
later became Mrs. Joseph K. Gill. She had been born the previous
year.
Chloe Willson, the mother, on January 29, 1849, set down certain
rules to govern herself in training her child. Among these rules
were the following :
"Never give a command which you do not intend shall be obeyed.
When you do give a command inwardly enforce its obedience.
Never punish when a child has not intentionally done wrong.
Never think your child is too young to obey.
Guard against too much severity.
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Always control yourself.
Never show a want of resolution.
As parents be united in governing.
Do not talk about children in their presence.
Do not make exhibition of their manners .
Do not be continually finding fault.
Never punish by exhibiting imaginary fury.
Parents must have deep pity.
The mother must take her child by the hand and be its guide to the
Savior."

Other rules follow, but these illustrate the method Chloe resolved to pursue in training her children.
When the daughter was about eighteen months of age her
mother wrote, on May 21. "My dear Frances is beginning to require correction and wholesome discipline. I feel my insufficiency.
I look to Thee for help, 0 my Father, in training her for the
skies."
At this time Mrs. Willson wrote that she had held another
annual meeting of the Juvenile Temperance Society and continued,
"The little band which I was permitted to organize six years ago
has come to be quite a cold water army."
The last line in the final entry in Chloe's diary, written June
24, 1849, contains these words of wisdom: "I would bear in mind
that nothing is a trifle which is displeasing to a friend, and that
nothing is insignificant which gives pleasure to a friend ."
Dr. Robert Moulton Gatke, for forty-three years on the faculty
of Willamette University, wrote of Mrs. Willson, 18 "She gave her
most devoted attention to the upbuilding of the school; and after
her official connection with it ceased, in June, 1847, she still manifested a large interest in its work. Many of the young women
students were received into her home and, in a sense, it might be
regarded as the forerunner of the Woman's College of a later date.
In June 1864, the Board of Trustees requested her to attend faculty
meetings, to visit the young women of the school, and to offer
weekly lectures on problems relating to their life and conduct. She
may well be regarded as the first Preceptress of the University, the
duties of which office largely correspond to that of the Dean of
Women, as it was known in more recent years. Mrs. Willson's
work in connection with the University continued until the time of
her removal from Salem to Portland about the year 1871. Her life
of helpful and constructive Christian activity was closed by death
on June 2, 1874."
The sudden death of William Holden Willson, April 17, 1856,
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left his widow with three daughters ages nine and under. 19
After the death of her husband, Chloe took her daughters to
spend some time with relatives in her childhood state of Connecticut.2o Of the date of her going and return to Oregon historians
appear uncertain. If one is to be guided by a granddaughter,
Frances Gill, the sojourn in the East eJI'tended over a period of
several years. It was there that the family became acquainted with
Joseph K. Gill, a student who boarded in the Willson home for at
least one year. When duty and inclination at length led Chloe to
resolve to return to Oregon, her daughters had become so attached
to their new environment that they reluctanly complied with their
mother's wish.
After the family's return to Salem, interest in Frances, led young
Joseph Gill to follow them, and later to take Chloe's eldest daughter for his bride. He became founder of the J. K. Gill Book Company, doing business in Portland, Seattle and a number of other
cities to the persent time. Of the third generation descended from
Chloe, through the Gill family, Mark M. Gill currently is chairman
of the board of the company founded by his grandfather. Richard
G. Montgomery, a Portland advertising executive, is the author of
several books dealing with early Oregon History, including the
standard biography of Dr. John McLoughlin, "The White Headed
Eagle." He is listed in "Who's Who in America." All the children
and grandchildren to the fifth generation have been useful citizens.
Belle Willson was married to Dr. J. H. Wythe, a medical doctor
and a Methodist minister. He was for a time pastor of First
Methodist Church, Salem, Oregon, before he took his family to
California where he continued his dual role of service. The Wythe
children became useful citizens. Grace was long a Methodist missionary in Japan, Alice was a school teacher and married late in
life. Stephen was a physician, Willson was a professor of architecture at University of California, and Margaret was an assistant at
the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, Berkeley.
Kate Willson was married to W. G. Dillingham, a steamboat
man from Maine. Their only daughter, Margaret, who never married, for many years was employed by the Art Museum at PortIan. Richard G. Montgomery, a great grandson of the Willsons has
reported that there are twelve fifth generation great grandchildren
of William Holden and Chloe Clarke Willson in 1970.
Dr. Gatke, in the following statement interpreted the quality of
the life of Chloe Clarke Willson when he said, "The golden key
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to the heart and character of this first teacher is found in the
word love. In the lecture book which contains the counsels given
to the young women of the university, we find a sentence which
shows her philosophy of life; for in speaking of the mission of
women in making a Christian home, she says: 'Love is the power
with which she is to melt and mold the characters around her
after the model character of Christ. Gentleness, loveliness, sweetness and purity are the elements of her power. 12 ' "
In this same lecture Chloe went on to say, "The training which
you here receive is not to elevate you above your sphere, or to remove you from it, but to qualify you to move in it with ease,
grace, and dignity."
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23 June, 1970

Martha Sef fe r O'Byron, Editor
The Pacific Historian
The University of the Pacific
Stockton, California
95204

uear Mrs. O'Byron:
As a g reat, great g rand nephew of David Hewes,
I found the article "The Golden Spike is Hi ssing"
in your 1-J inter 1970 issue of Th e Pacific Historian
particularly interesting and informative. The
author, Mr. Robin Lampson, should be commended for
his meticulous and comprehensive presentation of
the story of 7he Last Spike.
It is lamentable that officials of the Centenni al Commission and the National Park Service paid
little heed to the information provided them by Hr.
Lampson. Certainly the Centennial Celebration was
worthy of historical accuracy.
As the original Last Spike is missing, Mr.
Lampson'sex cellent article serves rwo purposes by
recording details of the engraving on the Last Spike
and by alerting people to it's loss.
May all your articles be historically correct l I

~::;Ars,

All~

"Robert R.
1900 19th Street
Golden, Colorado
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CfnTfnniRl ~f T~f BffT SUGRR lnOUSIRY
In CRlltORniR
ALBERT SHUMATE

This year we celebrate the centennial of the first commercially
successful sugar beet processing in America. On May 9, 1870,
ground was broken for a factory which has the honor of being
the first successful plant not only in California but in the United
States. The factory was located on San Francisco Bay at Alvarado
in Alameda County.
The sugar beet's history is rather recent, when one considers that
cane as a pmducer of sugar was used two miUenniums before the
beet. It wa.s not until the eighteenth century that Adreas Sigismund
Marggraf recognized the pres·e nce of sugar in beets. His pupil,
Franz Carl Archard, developed a pioneer sugar factory in Silesia.
Gradually the manufacture of sugar from beets spread through
Germany and France, and by the middle of the nineteenth century
the industry was well established on the continent. This influenced
the price, dropping it from 70 schillings per C.W.T. in 1800 to 10
shillings in 1900. A rise in consumption was closely related to this
change in price, statistics from the United Kingdom showing four
pounds per person in 1700, eighteen pounds in 1800 and eightyfive pounds in 1900.
The beet sugar industry in the United States developed slowly.
Early efforts, all resulting in failure, were attempted in Northhampton, Massachusetts in 1838, White Pigeon, Michigan in 1839,
and in Philadelphia about the same year. An attempt in 1852 by
the Mormons in Salt Lake was also unsuccessful. In 1866 the
Germanic Beet Sugar Company was organized in Illinois, while in
1868, two Germans, Andreas Otto and Ewald Kleinau, joined A. D.
Bonesteel in a proj-ect at Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. Their lack of
success in Wisconsin led them to believe that the climate of California might prove more advantageous.
California of the 1850's and 1860's had numerous energetic, adventurous, young Argonauts, :therefore, it is not surprising that
sugar refining developed early. In 1856, a coppersmith, Belper,
built a small factory in Ocean View, now part of San Francisco,
to produce sugar from beets, a project which ended in failure. Also
in 1856, George Gordon, an enterprising Scotchman, opened the
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Gordon's Sugar Refinery, San Francisco. 1st in California (Cane
Sugar). Note the Steam Paddy of David Hewes. (Hewes is discussed in the Winter Pacific Historian 1970 by Robin Lampson).
first cane sugar factory in California. This Forty-niner had already
established the Vulcan Foundry, San Francisco's third foundry,
and South Park, the first planned residential district for the elite.
Gordon's San Francisco Sugar Refinery united with his Pacific
Refinery in 1863 to form the San Francisco and Pacific, long the
foremost refinery. However, Gordon was interested not only in
cane sugar, but also in beet sugar. He wrote extensively on :this
subject, and in 1865 departed with his family to Europe to study
methods of manufacturing sugar beets. His studies were not completed when he was compelled to return to San Francisco because
of the mismanagement of one Stanger Tate whom he had left in
charge of his refinery. Gor:don arrived in San Francisco on September 1, 1867, and two days later Tate fled on the ship "Republic"
for China. The Alta California rdated how Ta.te had been "fleeced"
at "draw poker" and the Sugar Refinery would have a $100,000.00
loss.
Another colorful pioneer interested in beet sugar was the
Hungarian Count, Col. Agoston Haraszthy. Arriving in San Diego
during the Gold Rush, he served as San Diego's sheriff, State Assemblyman, and, upon moving to San Francisco, as an assayer at
the United States Mint. However, his lasting fame rests in his
development of viticulture in California. In 1862, his classic "Grape
64

E. H . Dyer "Father Beet Sugar Industry ·in America."
Culture, Wines and Wine Making" was published. In the appendix

is a nine page article on sugar beets and the manufacture of sugar,
although Haraszthy did not attempt to manufacture beet sugar
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himself. He left California for Nicaragua, where he later fell into
a oreek on his plantation and was devoured by alligators.
The Daily San Francisco Alta in April, 1868, told of William
Wadsworth and the Sacramento Beet Sugar Company, and on June
7, stated that he had left for the East, eommissioned by the Pioneer
Beet Company. The Alta stated on June 1,1868, in an editorial, that
sugar beets could be grown in California bUit that there were no
refineries. On September 5 of the same year, the Alta wrote that a
Mr. Perkins of Oakland had planted sugar beets.
Thus by 1869, the interest in beet sugar was widespread in
California, and at this time a remarkable man appeared on the
scene. Ebenezer Herrick Dyer was born in Sullivan, Maine, in
1822. His brother, Ephraim Dyer, had arrived in California in 1850
and obtained lands at Alvarado in Alameda County. Joining his
brother in 1857, E. H. Dyer served first as a surveyor for Alameda
County, and later as a United States deputy surveyor. E. H .'s
interest in sugar led him to study the various methods of extracting
sugar from beets.
He proceeded to organize the "California Beet Sugar Company"
with $250,000.00 capital and the assistance of the Wisconsin group,
Otto, Bonesteel, and the chemist, Kleinau, who had arrived in
California in 1869. Most of the machinery was made at the Union
Iron Works in San Francisco (now the Bethlehem Steel Company).
Operations started on November 15, 1870 and met with success.
Historian Dan Gutleben writes of the action of the elated group:

Alvarado Factory 1885, Main Building built 1870,
1st Successful Beet Sugar Factory in America.
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"A glamorous barcrel of polished black staves, bound in resplendent
brass hooks was filled with specially refined sugar and dispatched
to Washington for President Grant." After a brief period at Soquel
in Santa Cruz County ( 1874-1878), Dyer reopened the Alvarado
plant under .the name of "Standard Sugar Company." This in tum
became the "Pacific Coast Sugar Company" in 1888 and the
"Alameda Suga:r Company" ten years later.
In 1926 the Holly Sugar Company acquired the factory and
under the capable management of Gustave P. Daley, the cradle of
the sugar industry was reconstructed into a modern plant. After a
most successful career with the Holly Sugar, Daley retired to a
square mile farm at Woodland. He died in Stockton in 1954 and
was survived by Mrs. Doris Treat Daley, a long time friend of
the California History Institute.
The Oakland Tribune of January 12, 1968, told of Alameda
County's change from a major sugar beet producing agricultural
region into an industrial and residential area, resulting in the
closing of the Holly Sugar Corporation operations at Alvarado. Their
200 acres would no longer raise beets, but residences in an industrial park. The site, however, will be remembered, for on May
17, 1962, the Historical Landmarks Advisory Committee (now
under the leadership of Dr. R. Coke Wood) dedicated an official
California landmark honoring E. H . Dyer as "father of the
American beet sugar industry," and the Alvarado Plant as "the
nation's first successful beet sugar factory."
George M. Rolph, President of the C and H Sugacr Refinery at
Crockett, California, and brother of Governor James Rolph, gave
praise to Dyer in his "Something About Sugar," published in 1917.
Rolph wrote that Dyer "was not only an enthusiast and a dreamer
. . . but held tenaciously to his purpose and devoted his brains
and his money to rt he solution of the problem confronting him. That
the beet sugacr industry of the United States proved a success is
due to his unfailing courage and persistent effort."
This centennial year we pay tribute to the pioneers of the sugar
beet processing who have enriched California so greatly and
founded a major industry.
Editor's note: \Ve were not able to come up with a good photo of Dr. Shumate
from our files. Be assured that we shall have on in the PH soon. He is a
member of our Board of Sponsors for the PACIFIC CENTER FOR WESTERN HISTORICAL STUDIES and has provided us with many outstanding
items for the Stuart Library. We are happy to present the first article that he
has written especially for us .
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THE
GOLDEN LEGACY

OF
DAVID HEWES
JIM SLEEPER
ll .\\'ID IIE\\'ES

"TO EVERYBODY: KEEP QUIET. WHEN THE LAST SPIKE
IS DRIVEN WE WILL SAY 'DONE.' DON'T BREAK THE
CIRCUIT, BUT WATCH FOR THE SIGNALS OF THE BLOWS
OF THE HAMMER. . . . ALMOST READY. HATS OFF:
PRAYER IS BEING OFFERED . . .."
These words crackled along telegraph wires east and west to a
nation in waiting. The time: 2:27 p.m. The date: May 10, 1869.
The place: Promontory Summit, Utah.
Completion of a transcontinental railway was worth 13
minutes of divine consideration, and it was 2:40 before the key
tapped again:
"WE HAVE GOT DONE PRAYING. THE SPIKE IS ABOUT
TO BE PRESENTED . ..."
A nation held its breath. Two minutes crawled by before the
dittity-dot-dots could tell the world: "DONE! THE LAST RAIL IS
LAID. THE LAST SPIKE IS DRIVEN. THE PACIFIC RAILROAD IS COMPLETED!"
Thus the New York Daily Tribune of May 11, 1869, reported
one of the most thrilling moments in American history. Few dedications in history have been attended by more fanfare than the
linking of the Union Pacific and Central Pacific's tracks on a
windswept Utah plain 101 years ago. Some 600 persons attended
the ceremony. When it was repeated exactly a century later, on
May 10, 1969, a photographic count by helicopter showed over
24,000 were present.
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But strangely neglected then, and even more strangely forgotten
now, is the man who gave an immortal name to that ceremony
by providing its most famous prop- the Golden Spike.
It is ironic that this man's name is practically unknown throughout the nation, and especially in California wher.e he had an important hand in the early development of both northern and
southern parts of the state. And it is doubly ironic that he is so
thoroughly forgotten in Orange County, for it was here that he
lived more than 30 years, and it was here that he died.
His name was David Hewes.
Like several other ranch owners, such as Flood, O'Neill, and
Irvine, David Hewes "made it" in San Francisco, and "spent it"
in Orange County. By the time he arrived in Tustin in 1881 h.e
was a millionaire several times over.
His success story sounds like something cribbed from a Hora,tio
Alger pot-boiler.
One of eight children, David was brought up on a New England
farm. When he was five, his father died, and the boy spent a joyless childhood. At 89 he recalled glumly, "On Saturdays when other
boys had their leisure, I was required to shell a bushel of corn in
the attic of the wood-house."
At 14 he was bound out by his stepfather as a farm hand for
three and a half years at $30 a year. Surviving this, Hewes took
a variety of odd jobs, managed to get .ln two years at Yale, and
displayed his Yankee ingenuity by parlaying a $208 inheritance
into $3,000 by the time he was 26. (In purchasing power that
would be about $30,000 today.)
.
Fired by news of the Gold Rush, Hewes decided to tap some
of California's prosperity by investing all he had in "collapsible tin
buildings." He shipped these around the Horn, and later himself
by way of Panama, to Sacramento in 1850, and so launched what
must reckon as the State's first venture in "pre-fab" housing. Next
came a general merchandise store and a hotel in which he amassed
a considerable fortune-only to be wiped out three years later by
fire and flood.
Back at scratch again, Hewes drifted back to San Francisco
with all his worldly goods in a single valise. He soon sized up the
town, and decided that it could use more flat land, graded streets,
and a better harbor. After apprenticing to a contractor, he struck
out on his .own, "hiring a Chinaman at $2 a day,"- and together
with a shovel and a wheelbarrow they began ''leveling" San Francisco.
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In five years Hewes had graded half of the city's streets, reclaimed from the bay a sizable aa-ea on which stands San Francisco's commercial district, acquired $42,500 worth of steam shovels
and other earth-moving equipment, and earned for himself the
title of "Maker of San Francisco."
Branching out in 1857, Hewes built the first locomotive on the
Pacific Coast which he named "The Pioneer." Subsequently, he
built and bought several others, and showed a sentimental side
after they had served theiT purpose by "paying storage on three of
them for over 40 years." Today, two of them are in Golden Gate
Park; a third one, "The Oregon Pony," he presented to that state.
While not actively connected with building the first transcontinental railway, Hewes was an enthusiastic supporter of the
project. Well-to-do by 1869, he decided that its completion deserved a fitting send-off. According to General M. Best's Iron
Horses to Promontory (published by Golden West Books shortly
before the Centennial Celebration), Hewes commissioned a San
Francisco silvmware firm to fashion a railroad spike of solid gold.
It was about six inches long, and weighed a little over 14 ounces.
Considering that it bought several million dollars' worth of publicity, Hewes's outlay of $425.24 for the gold, the finishing and
engraving, and a velvet box, was a pretty good investment. ( Incidentally, this information about the cost of the Spike, and the name
of the firm- Schultz, Fischer & Mohrig-that produced it, was unearthed by Robin Lampson, who discovered David Hewes' trunk
in Berkeley in 1937.)
Attached to the point of the Spike until after it was polished
and engraved was the excess gold in the "gate" of the mold- a
large slug about the size of an old-fashioned bone-handled jackknife. This slug was broken off, and the gold in it was used to
make rings and other souvenirs for President Grant, Secretary of
State Seward, the presidents of the two railroads, and also for
friends of Governor Stanford and David Hewes.
All four sides of the Golden Spike were engraved. One side
gave the names of the eight "officers" of the Central Pacific, and
on that side of the head was the label "The last Spike." Near the
point were the words, "Presented by David Hewes, San Francisco."
Another side held, in two parellel lines, the now-famous invocation (probably composed by Hewes): "May God continue the
unity of our Country as this - Railroad unites the two great
Oceans of the world."
A third side recorded: "The Central Pacific Railroad, - Ground
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broke [sic] January 8th, 1863, completed May 8th, 1869." And the
fourth side listed the eight "Directors" of the Central Pacific.
Hewes is also credited with thinking up the Western Union
tie-up. Certainly the telegraph idea was an inspired one, for the
Golden Spike Ceremony was the first event ever to be "broadcast"
from coast to coast. When Leland Stanford, president of the
Central Pacific, with a wired silver maul, tapped the gold spike
(which had been ch-opped into a hole bored into the "Last Tie" of
polished California laurel), the blow touched off a telegraphic
current that "electrocuted the Nation."
Apparently Stanford was better at driving a bargain than a
nail, for it took several swings. Be that as it may, he finally
connected, and dots and dashes immediately jittered out
"D-0-N-E!"
From New York to San Francisco whistles blew, bells clanged,
and cannons boomed. The continent had been tied together by a
golden spike!
At age 47, David Hewes's great moment in history was over,
but nearly a half century of great works still lay ahead for him.
Too busy or too bashful until 1875, he finally got married at the
age of 53 to a widow from Brooklyn named Matilda C. Gray.
Substantially fixed, as they say, Hewes and his bride and her
daughter, Franklina, left for Europe on a honeymoon that lasted
two and a half years.
Touring twenty-two countries, the newlyweds picked up an inpressive list of souvenirs. Among these were a library of ancient
Latin and Italian books dating back to 1512, nearly a thousand
Pompeiian and Florentine frescoes, a yard-full of Carrara marbles,
an Egyptian mummy case from Thebes, and a scaled replica in
alabaster of the Leaning Tower of Pisa.
Moreover, Hewes took a fancy to paintings and bought a Da
Vinci, a Cimabue, a del Sarto, a Perugino, a Tintoretto, a Cellini,
a Rubens, a Van Dyke, a Fra Angelico and a Michelangelo. He
liked Raphaels especially: he bought four of them.
Financially, he had come a long way since those Saturday afternoons shucking corn in the loft.
Out of consideration for Matilda's "delicate health," in 1881
Hewes sought to escape San Francisco's "miserable" weather, and
decided on the balmier clime of southern California. He bought
property and a home on Main Street in Tustin City, whose attributes at the hme ran almost exclusively to 'balmy weather." To
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the east of his plaoe was a horse corral, and to the east of that
was Frank Frieseneker's "Headquarters Saloon."
Heretofore, Tustin Presbyterians had been meeting Sunday afternoons in the old Adventist Church at Pacific and Main Streets. In
1884, seemingly as a favor .to his wife (he was a Congregationalist), Hewes donated t.~e saloon land and underwrote the building
of the Presbyterians' first church at Main and C Streets. Years
later, he gave them the horse corral, too.
Smitten with what was soon to become Orange County (then
still part of Los Angeles County), Hewes decided to build his
dream home on a magnificent estate which he would give the
"significant Spanish name of Anapauma (meaning 'Place of Rest,')
- though the word has defied linguists ever since.
About 1885, he bought an 820-acre sheep ranch a half mile
south of what is now El Modena. Under his supervision the
property was planted to barley and vineyards, several houses were
built, and plans made for an elaborately landscaped hilltop park.
Unfortunately, Mrs. Hewes, long in ill health, found her place
of rest elsewhere, passing away on January 3, 1887. EaJrlier, her
daughter, Franklina, had married county banker W. S. Bartlett,
and Hewes was left alone. It is interesting to note that Franklina
was 't he founder and first president of The Ebell Society of Santa

Heu;es settled in Tustin in 1881. This teas his residence in 1887.
Next door, a corral and a salon.-From the Jim Sleeper Historical
Collection .
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El Modena almost had a college. Artist's rendering of Quakers'
proposed Earlham College .-Photo from the Jim Sleeper Historical
Collection.
Ana, a group dedicated to the premise that "the greatest need of
the feminine mind is .t he study of the exact sciences."
Disconsolate at the loss of his wife, Hewes, now 65, buried his
grief in a variety of projects. First off, he accepted the presidency
of the Santa Ana Immigration Society- a real estate scheme to
boom the valley and entice new settlers. Hewes's selection may
have been inspired by the news that on a previous visit to New
England "he returned with 18 of his relatives, all of whom he
located in remunerative positions."
Next, he occupied himself with the budding town of Eadham,
laid out in the spring · of 1886, at the foot of the grade to Irvine
Park. (The name no doubt echoed the Quackers Erurlham College
at Richmond, Indiana, founded in 1847.) The new Earlham,
billed by its promoters as The Crown of Santa Ana Valley, boasted
of "the most delightful climate in the world."
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When the first Quaker church was built there, Hewes donated
its bell. Unfortunately, it was too heavy, and bell, building and all
blew over in a most delightful Santa Ana wind. Thenceforth,
Earlham so£t-pedaled its weather and changed its name to
"Modena." (The name came hom Emma Stillwell's poem, "Genevra," about a maiden who hides in a chest and gets locked in.)
By 1887, El (added by the post office) Modena had one modest
hotel in operation, a three-story one under way, a $15,000 one
proposed for "Tom Thumb Hill," and a fourth one slated for the
Hewes Addition, "ready for guests by Christmas."
Hewes also took a crack at newspapering. He founded The
Modena Record, a short-lived publication whose editorial policy
revolved around "the poor car service from Orange." A mule
laboriously dragged the streetcar up from Orange, but it departed
quickly enough- coasting back downhill, with the mule riding on a
platform behind.
A brochure of 1887 also proclaimed the immediwte erection of
"A $40,000 college to be built immediately (on land donated by
Mr. D . Hewes from his ranch adjoining Earlham) of of finances
a1ready raised."
Unfortunately, the Friends' College of Earlham never got off
the drawing board. Likewise, the many-gab1ed El Modena Hotel
(not Hewes~s) had scarcely opened when it burned down- coincidentally the same week that the boom busted. The town quickly
reverted to farmland, and when the mule-car tracks were taken up,
the last symbol of El Modena's prosperity vanished.
Anapauma also began dying on the vine- literally. In 1887, the
mysterious "Anaheim disease," a virus carried by leafhoppers,
moved into Hewes's grape fields.
By April of 1889, 600 acres of his vineyru-ds lay decimated. In
two years David Hewes had buried a wife, a town,- and seemingly
a dream. Undaunted, he ripped out the grapevines, planted 600
ac11es of fruit trees, and left for San Francisco to build a threestory office building at the corner of Sixth and Market Streets.
He had something else in mind, too. After a whidwind courtship, Hewes, 67, took a new bride. She was Anna M. Lwthrop, a
sister of the wife of ex-Governor, railroad-tycoon, and universityfounder Leland Stanford.
As a wedding present, Hewes gave his bride the fabulous art
collection acquired on his first honeymoon "with the understanding that it remain intact and ultimately became the property of
Stanford University." On this note, the couple left for a European
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El Modena Hotcl.- Photo from Jim Sleeper Collection

Anapauma, Hewes's "Place of Rest," with palm tree and an
Egyptian Mummy. - Photo courtesty of First American Title Insurance Company.
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trip of 19 months and, incidentally, to pick up a few hundred more
decorator items.
Regrettably, Hewes's second wife proved less durable than his
first. Within three years he was a widower again. The art collection, now considerably supplemented, plus the famous Golden
Spike (which had been returned to him) were passed on to
Stanford University.
Back in Orange County, Hewes found solace by reviving his
dream of a "new Anapauma." Much of .the effort, and at least
$75,000 went into developing Hewes Park, a knoll a,t La Veta and
Esplanade which he converted into the floral beauty spot of the
valley. Likened to the famous Busch Gardens of Pasadena, the
park was laid out by the same archi,tect. No misantmope, Hewes
opened the grounds to the public so that all might enjoy its
exotic wonders.
For some reason, in 1894 Hewes took a notion to break up
Anapauma into five-acre tracts. Possibly he was bored or lonely;
certainly he didn't need the money. Set to olive, orange, fig,
apricot, prune or pear trees, any of the lots were a bargain at
$50 to $100. Payments were only $10 a month; but somehow the
project failed miserably.
It took another major catastrophe to bring Hewes out of the
doldrums.
In 1906, the San Francisco Earthquake leveled his office building, and broke half the statutes in his art collection. Such a blow
would have killed a lesser man. Not Hewes.
Knee-deep in rubble, the bewhiskered old man wired a nephew :
"BURNED TODAY; BUILD TOMORROW!"
At 84 years of age, Hewes plunged into plans to erect an earthquake-fireproof 15-story building that cost nearly a million dollars.
Completed two years later, the structure, at 997 Market Street and
still occupied today, was proclaimed by an architects' convention
to be "the finest building constructed in San Francisco since the
great disaster."
David Hewes had not lost his Midas touch.
Though now commuting to San Francisco often, his stays were
extended at Anapauma, which was finally beginning to pay off. He
built a packing house on the Southern Pacific spur through his
property, and organized the David Hewes Orange and Lemon Association. By 1909 he was shipping $72,000 worth of fruit a year.
Though few people ever caught the significance, his top-grade
citrus fruit was marketed under the label ''Transcontinental''; his

second-grade under "Gold Finch."
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Hewes Park, a $75,000 Hobby. He spelled out his name in shrubberry.-Photo Courtesy of First American Title Insurance Company.
A man of remarkable energy, Hewes at 90 still drove his own
horses, and went about the streets of Los Angeles and San
Francisco unattended. His buggy was a familiar sight in Orange,
the town nearest his ranch. Some accused the old man of "blackening his beard," but otherwise he had few pretensions, and his reputation for integrity was never challenged.
.
His gifts to churches, colleges, and old people's homes were
legion. The moral preoepts of his Puritan upbringing never lef~
him; yet even as a very old man he retained a rare sense of compassion. Late in life he pruned down bequests to several heirs,
but charitably added of one nephew: "He is forgiven for his
objectionable conduct."
On July 23, 1915, over two f\IOnths past rthe age of 93, David
Hewes died at Anapauma. His funeral services were at the Presbyterian Church in Orange, after which he was entombed at Mountain View Cemetery in Oakland.
His estate, totaling $3 million, plus the 820-acre ranch near El

Modena, went to 50 heirs, 40 of them relatives-though only one,
a grandnephew in Orange, lived locally.
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Today little remains to mark David Hewes's presence in Orange
County except a few street signs, his name on a school, and a
church bell. In 1929, Anapauma was sold to a Los Angeles syndicate for $1 million. His citrus association ceased to exist in 1939
when the packing house burned down. Hewes Park has long since
been subdivided.
On May 10, 1969, the nation re-enacted the glorious moment of
a century ago at Promontory Summit when our continent was
nailed together with a golden spike. History has a short memory.
It has forgotten the man; it remembers only the nail. It has forgotten David Hewes, "The Builder,"- a man whose gumption and
good works at both ends of the state were his real golden legacy.
NOTE: The author wishes to thank the following for their assistance in
preparing this article: First American Title Insurance & Trust Company;
Union Pacific Railroad; Utah News Bureau; Orange Empire Trolley Museum;
Golden West Books ;Orange County Fruit Exchange; and the Don C.
Meadows Historical Library.-JDS.
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YES MR. LAMPSON
The "Original Gold Spike" Is
Still Alive And Well At Stanford
RALPH

w.

H A NSEN"'

In the Winter, 1970 issue of The Pacific Historian, Robin Lampson, in an article titled "The Golden Spike is Missing," declared
"Categorically and unreservedly, that the original Golden Last
Spike is missing ..." (italics Lampson's) . Sweeping aside all of
the excess emotional verbiage in the article, we find that Mr.
Lampson has based his assumption on one piece of evidence, which
comes in three parts: two photographic views of a spike, and the
same views, presented in a composite photograph showing five
views of a spike. These views are depicted in the book Lieutenant
Joshua Hewes, a New England Pioneer, a Hewes family genealogy,
printed for Mr. David Hewes in 1913. Underneath the composite
five views of the spike opposite p. 250 is the legend, "The Golden
Spike Which United the Central Pacific and Union Pacific Railroads." As Mr. Lampson indicates, this designation was made by
'the one human authority whose word cannot reasonably be
questioned or doubted - David Hewes, the man who conceived
the idea of 'The Last Spike . . .' " and had it executed. Mr. Lampson further states that Hewes "composed or chose the inscriptions
engraved on it, and proudly donated it, along with the polished
'Last Tie' of California laua:el which he states he also had made
and presented for the occasion . . ."
Since David Hewes did indeed have the Gold Spike prepru.-ed,
we are faced with a significant piece of evidence. The photograph
which Hewes labled "The Golden Spike" differs in enough detail
from the spike at Stanford that there is no doubt that the spike at
Stanford is not the spike Hewes depicts as the "last" spike. The
question is, however, which is the "inaccurate substitute"-Hewes's
or Stanford's? I submit that the evidence clearly proves that the
spike depicted in Hewes genealogy is a copy prepared after the
ceremony on May 10, 1869, uniting the two railroads.
As a preliminary step, I believe that it behooves us to certify the
accuracy of Hewes's memory. When the genealogy was being prepared in 1910, Hewes was 88 years old. One cannot criticize him
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for having a lapse of memory, or even embellishing his part in
the proceedings. For example, Hewes describes the inscription on
the plaque placed on the last tie thus:
"The last tie which unties in part, and help complete the great road across
the continent" (p. 249)

I can cite any number of authorities on the tie's inscription, all o£
which read:
"The last tie laid on the completion of the Pacific Railroad May 10, 1869.
Presented by West Evans of San Francisco"!

West Evans was the Central Pacific's tie contractor, and indisputably the donor of the last tie. Unfortunately, the tie was
lost in the 1906 fire, and we cannot verify the inscription other
than from contemporary reports. Obviously, Hewes was confused

about the origin of the last tie, and was working without factual
data when he quoted its inscription in the Hewes genealogy.

This blou;up from opposite P. 250 of the Heu;es Genealogy clearly
indicates the date as May lOth, 1869. Had this spike been manufacured and photographed before the ceremony, as Lampson
claims, it could not possibly have been dated May lOth. The cere
many u;as scheduled for May 8th and the Spike u;as so engraved.
The tu;o day delay resulted from unforseeable problems which
held up the Union Pacific party .

1
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More germane to this discussion is the comparison of the two
spikes which Mr. Lampson presents at the end of his article under
the heading, "The Complet·e Comparison." I should like to use the
same approach and some of Lampson's groundwork, calling upon
additional, unbiased witnesses for corroboration of the evidence.

THE COMPLETE COMPARISON
Hewes spike"': "The last spike" engraved across the underside
of the head of the spike.
Stanford spike: "The last spike," engraved on the head as
depicted in Lampson's article.
Daily Morning Chronicle (San Francisco) May 5, 1869, describing the spike on display in the window of Baldwin's jewelry store.
"The last spike." No mention of location.
Sacramento Daily Union May 5, 1869. "On the head is the inscription: 'The Last Spike.' "
The Utah Daily Reporter (Corrine, Utah) May 12, 1869. "Upon
the head of which was engraved the words, 'Last Spike! '" This
small town paper was chosen because of its importance as a rail
center in 1869. One would expect that this paper, above all, would
be concerned with accurate reporting on ;the railroad matters.
Deseret News (Salt Lake City, Utah) May 19, 1869. "On the
head of the spike was inoribed 'the last spike.' "
SIDE NO.1
Hewes: "Officers" - Hon. Leland Stanford, Presdt. - C.P. Huntington, Vice Presdt. - E.B. Crocker, Attorney - Charles Crocker,
Superintdt. - Mark Hopkins, Treasurer - E.H. Miller, Jr. Secretary S.S. Montague, Chief Engineer - S.C. Grey, Consulting Engineer Presented by - David Hewes, San Francisco.''
Stanford: "Officers - Hon. Leland Stanford, Presdt. - C.P. Huntington, Vice Presdt. - E.B. Crocker, Atty. - Mark Hopkins, Tresr. Charles Crocker, Gen. Supt. - E.H. Miller, Jr. Secty. - S.S. Montague, Chief Engr.''
As Mr. Lampson correctly points out, the phrase "Presented by
David Hewes, San Francisco" does not appear on this side of the
Stanford spike, but then it shou1d not appear on -this side if it is
authentic. Unfortuna:tely, the !'eporters took little interest in the
names on the spike, except for the Corrine Utah Daily Reporter.
Quoting the Reporter, we find the officers listed to be:
"Leland Stanford, President; C. P. Huntington, Vice President; E. B. Crocker,
Attorney; Mark Hopkins, Treasurer; Charles Crocker, General Superintendent;
E. H. Miller, Secretary."
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As with the Stanford spike, there is no mention of the phrase,
"Presented by David Hewes." The reporter apparently missed Chief
Engineer Montague, who appears on the Hewes and Stanford
Spikes, and, significantly, S.C. Grey, Consulting Engineer, who
appears only on the Hewes spike, and whose role in the construction of the Central Pacific did not warrant memorialization on
the spike.
SIDE NO. 2
Hewes: "May God continue to unity of our Conutry, as this
RaiLroad unites the two great Oceans of the world."
Stanford: "May God continue the unity of our Country as this
Railroad unites the two great Oceans of the world. Presented by
David Hewes - San Francisco." Note the presentation statement on
side 2 rather than .s ide 1 as on the Hewes spike. Mr. Lampson also
makes the point that the wording on the Hewes spike is in two
paaallel horizontal lines, while on the Stanford spike, it is in-

scribed on nine diagonally-rising short lines. Since the r,e porters
were not complete in their description of the line arrangement, no
points can be scored here. However, this information will be considered later, in regard to additional evidence.
The San Francisco Daily Morning Chronicle is very little help
here since it quotes the presentation statement entirely separate
from other inscriptions.
Sacramento Daily Union "On another side, this sentiment: 'May
God continue the unity of our country as this railroad unites the
two great oceans of the world,' also - 'Presented by David Hewes,
San Frrancisco.'"
The Utah Daily Reporter "On the fourth and last side, we found
the following sentiment: 'May God continue the unity of our
country, as this railroad unites the two great oceans of the world'
Presented by David Hughes [sic], of San Francisco."'
Deseret News: Exactly the same as the two previous reports,
except that Hewes is incorrectly written as Herves.
SIDE NO.3
Hewes: The Central Pacific Railroad - Ground broke [sic] January 8th, 1863, completed May lOth, 1869.
Stanford: The Pacific Railroad ground broken - January 8th,
1863, and completed May 8th, 1869.
There are two points on this inscription which are of major
significance. As Mr. Lampson points out, the Stanford spike omits
the word "Central." Since the spike represented the joining of two

units of the Pacific railroad, it stands to reason that "Central"
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would not be appropriate. But let the evidence speak for itself. The
other point is the use of May 8th on the Hewes spike as the completion date. On page 249 of the Hewes genealogy, the inscribed
completion date quoted by Hewes is May lOth. This was, in fact,
the completion date, although no one knew it would be this date,
since the ceremony was scheduled for May 8th but was delayed,
due to the non-arrival of the Union Pacific party. Thus, in quoting
the Hewes spike as saying May 8th, Lampson erred. By quoting
the date as May lOth, Hewes himself gives significant evidence
that the spike pictured in the Hewes genealogy was inscribed after
th e ceremony, and may have been an object for the mantel piece,
rather than the original spike. It also helps ·e xplain why the silversmith's ·r eceipt for the finishing of the spike indicates that the
charges were for "2 Gold Spikes."
Unfortunately, neither of the two prints Mr. Lampson found in
the Hewes family memorabilia show this side of the spike, and
while an attempt to blow up the composite picture in the genealogy
to verify the date of completion turned out to be unsatisfactory for
printing with this article, there is no doubt that a two digit figure
is depicted. Since the Hewes spike says May lOth, as Hewes
quotes the spike inscription, we can be reasonably certain that the
Hewes spike was made after the ceremony at Promontory, and
that it is "the Inaccurate Substitute."
Daily Morning Chronicle: "The Pacific Railroad: ground broken
January 8th, 1863; completed May , 1869."
Sacramento Daily Union: "The Paciifc Railroad: ground broken
January 8th, 1863; completed May lOth, 1869.'
The Utah Daily Reporter: "The Pacific Railroad: ground broken
January 8th, 1863, and completed May lOth, 1869."
The Deseret News: "The Pacific Railway: first ground broke
[sic] Jan. 8, 1863 and completed May lOth, 1869."
( Note the complete absenoe of the word, "Central," in any of
the reports. )
Here we really have an example of the problems newspapers face
in reporting the news, and of readers reading it. It is an accepted
fact that the last spike gives the completion date as May 8th,
yet two reporters who were presumably at the scene quote the
actual completion date, May lOth. The pre-ceremony newspaper
reports give no dates. This is understandable when one recognizes
how haphazardly the final ceremony was aramged. The "8" may

have been engraved in Sacramento or Reno, but certainly no:t east
of Reno. At that time, everyone fully expected May 8th to be the
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Display case in the Stanford Museum before the 1906 Earthquake.
Left: The Silver Spike. Right: The Gold Spike, which matches the
spike presently on dislay in the Stanford Museum. See also a
blowup of this photograph of the Gold Spike on page 83. Center:
Mementos made from the nugget at the end of the spike.

Bottom: Blowup of a photograph depicting railroadiana displayed
in the Stanford Museum before the earthquake. Although the writing is almost illegible it conforms to Mr. Lampson's description of
side 2 of the Stanford spike. Top: A comparison with a view of
the same side of the present spike made last year proves that the
same spike has been at Stanford (or Wells Fargo) since before
the Earthquake.

84

big day, and celebrations in San Francisco began on that day, in
spite of the postponement.
SIDE NO. 4
Hewes : "Directors" - Hon. Leland Stanford - Charles Crocker Mark Hopkins - E.H. Milia-, Jr. - C.P. Huntington - E.B. Crocka- A.P. Stanford - Charles Marsh.
Stanford : Dwectors of the C.P.R.R. of Cal. - Hon. Leland Stanford - C.P. Huntington - E.B. Crocker - Mark Hopkins - A.P. Stanford - E.H. · Milia-, Jr.
Lampson notes that the Stanford spike eliminates Charles
Crocker and Charles Maa-sh from the listing of directors. Mr.
Crocker had resigned his directorship years previous of 1869 to
accept the position of General Supa-intendent, and of course should
not be listed.
Charles Marsh on the other hand is an enigma. Kraus suggests
that he had run afoul of the other directors and with Dr. Daniel
W. Strong was required to sell his interest in the C.P.R.R. Yet
according to testimony given to the Pacific Railway Investigation
Commission he was elected as director every year from 1864-1869. 2
Marsh was not re-elected in 1870 nor does he appear on several
1870 Articles of Consolidation of the Central Pacific Railroad
Company on file in the California State Archives.3 Was the absence
of his name hom the genuine spike an oblique indication of what
was soon to be in store for Marsh?
Once again, only the Corrine Utah Daily Reporter names the
directors, and they are: "Hon. Leland Stanford, C.P. Huntington,
E.B. Crocker, Maa-k Hopkins, A.P. Stanford [sic], E.M. Miller
[sic]," certainly a betta- match for the Stanford Spike.
As far as I am concerned, sufficient proof has been presented to
identify the spike at Stanford as the spike used at Promontory,
May 10, 1869. However, I would like to take up one more point to
strengthen this argument. MT. Lampson, in his effort to account for
the so-called disappearance of the original spike, implies that the
1906 earthquate is the culprit, or was it the son or nephew of a
faculty member who stole it? I cannot conceive that anyone would
want to cover up such an act when there is no onus upon the
University for actions it cannot control. In any event, Mr. Lampson
concedes that Mr. Hewes gave his original one and only spike to
Stanford University in 1892. This spike, plus the silver spike and
other railroad and Stanford family memorabilia were placed in a
prominent display case, for all to admire. Photographs of the case
are extant, and it was possible to blow-up one side of the spike
Hewes gave Stanford. Although barely legible, it is quite evident
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that the inscription matches in wording and in line arrangement
(italics mine) what Mr. Lampson calls Side No. 2 of the Stanford
spike, and not the Hewes spike . ., It also matches the wording
quoted in the Sacramento Daily Union, The Utah Daily Reporter,
the Deseret News, and, of course, the spike presently on display in
the Stanford Museum. Thus, we have a continuum which unmistakably proves that the spike at Stanford is the original gold
spike.
There are, of course, many unanswered questions upon which
the authenticity of the spike does not hinge, but which should
provide an interested scholar with hours or research and speculation.
"hereinafter referred to the spike depicted in the Hewes genealogy.
"Copies of this photograph plus the photograph of the spike from the
Hewes genealogy are on file at the Stanford University Archives and with
the manuscript of this article of the University of the Pacific.
1

2
3

New York Times (May 2, 1869). Corrine (Utah) Daily Reporter (May 12,
1869). Kitterson, Jr., F. A. "Golden Spike National Historic Site: Development of an Historical Reconstruction," Utah Historical Quarterly, XXXVII,
# 1 (Winter, 1969) p. 67. Kraus, George. High Road to Promontory. (Palo
Alto, Cal.: American West Publishing Co., 1969) p. 263. Daily Territorial
Enterprise (Virginia City, Nevada, May 6, 1869), notes that the last tie
"is a present from West Evans."
U. S. Pacific Railway Investigation Commission. Report of Richard F.
Stevens, Oct. 8, 1887, Exhibit H (Statement 45) pp. 4765-66.
Letter from W . N. Davis, Jr. Chief of Archives to Ralph W. Hansen, April
9, 1970.

"The author is the Archivist of Stanford University, and President of the
Palo Alto Historical Association. He
has been a member of the California
Heritage Preservation Commission
since 1963. The author wishes to
thank Stanford's many friends whose
suggestions led to the development
of some of the evidence presented in
this article.
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JAMES C. SAWYER 95 YEARS YOUNG
BY FERX SAYRE
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"JIM" SAWYER was born in Galt, November 12, 1875. The
night he was born, there was a terrific storm and the rain was
pouring down. A knock was heard at the door and Mr. Sawyer
answered and an Indian asked for shelter from the storm. Mr.
Sawyer invited him in and told him to sit by the fire and be quiet
as there was a baby being born.
JAMES C . SAWYER, was born in Maine in 1832. He moved to
New Hampshire in 1837 and lived there until 1848, working in a
Cotton Faotory. In that year, he went to Boston and resided there
until 1851, when he moved to New York and worked at carpentering until 1852. He then went to \Visconsin and in the Spring of
1853, he crossed the plains to California, arriving in Placerville
on May 8th, the same year, and came to Galt a few month later.
Mr. Sawyer was with Mullan's expedition when building the
wagon road from Walla Walla to Fort Benton; was at the Northern
Mines when first discovered, and followed mining in Siskiyou
County, also Salmon River Mines. Since he settled permanently in
Galt, he has followed stock raising and dairying and owns 1200
acres in the county. He was the first Master of Galt Grange. He
married in 1871 to Miss Augusta Rave, a native of Hamburg,
Germany. They had 4 children - a son and 3 daughters . Mr.
Sawyer Sr. also did carpentering around Galt with his brother, J.
H. Sawyer, and some of the buildings are still standing.
Jim Sawyer, Jr. said when he was a boy the trip to Sacramento
in the winter time when the rains came and flooded the roads
was very difficult; when driving a horse and buggy the water
would be up to the horses stomachs.
During the big railroad strike, Jim drove a wheat wagon, 16 ft.
long, 2 horses, "and you had to stop every so often and wet the
wheels to make them swell or the spokes would loosen - this was
on the way to Sacramento for supplies."
Jim also loved to ride the trains to Sacramento and San Francisco - 2nd class had wooden seats clear across with planks for
backs.
Jim has been a Mason since April 10, 1909.
In his younger years, Jim decided to see the country before
settling down and oae trip he took on horseback to Las Vegas; at
that time, only one house and an old adobe Fort were there in
1909. Later he came back to Galt and settled down and worked in
Sacramento for a good many years as an Accountant. He retired
in 1945.
Jim's uncle, Christian H. Rave, came to California in 1848 and
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started a Lock Shop at 44 - 6th Street, Sacramento, and made the
Locks for San Quentin. In the Appendix Journal of the State of
California of the 11th Session of the StaJte of California 1860, is
the report of the Fair - September 14, 1859, wherein Mr. Rave
invented a "Treble acting lock" and won a prize!
Today, Jim Sawyer is the proud possessor of one of Mr. Rave's
locks from San Quentin, presented to him by Clinton T. Duffy,
formerly Warden of San Quentin.
Mr. Rave passed away in 1894 and is buried in the City Cemetery. Mr. Sawyer attended the funeral.
Jim Sawyer is still hale and hearty and loves to talk politics and
is very well read on the subject. For years, he has ridden around
Galt in his golf cart and is a very fimilar figure and well liked by
everyone.
His only daughter, Mrs. Norman Hunter lives on Folsom Lake,
Roseville.

Mr. and Mrs. ]ames Sawyer Sr., Parents of "Jim"
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OUR YOUNG HISTORIAN

Peter Ward Van Alstyne
Peter was graduated from
Live Oak High School as valedictorian of his class and is a
life member of the California
Scholarship F e d e r a tion. He
plans to attend ·t he University of
California at Davis in the Fall.

Captain Jack, Was He Guilty?
PETER wARE vAN ALSTYNE

Kientopoos, dubbed "Captain Jack" because he resembled a
miner .of that name, was the leader of a small group of Modoc
Indians who lived in the mining town of Yreka, located in California near the Oregon border. This smaller group had split from
the main body of Modocs, whose chief was Schonchin, over the
basic issue of whether or not to go to a reservation.
On Valentine's Day, 1864, different Indian tribes of the Yreka
region met with Judge Elisha Steel, former Indian agent, to draw
up a peace treaty. This alliance called for peace among the Indian
tribes, the right for soldiers to punish the Indians if they broke the
agreement, the naming of Judge Steele "Big Chief" of all tribes in
the Yreka area, and arbitrator of any difficulties rising among the
Indians. Steele agreed to .try to obtain a reservation for the Modocs
at Lost River.
Unfortunately, the Depa.r tment of Indian Affairs ignored the
Valentine's Day Treaty, as Steele was not their official representative for the area. Instead, Indian Superintendent Huntington was
authorized to negotiate another treaty with the tribes of the Yreka
region.
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At the r·e sulting council, Huntington did not recognize Captain
Jack as Modoc Chief but rather Old Schonchin. Besides this
personal humiliation, Captain Jack did not like the idea of the
Modocs becoming tenant farmers on the land of ·their enemy, the
Klamath Indians.
The articles of the Treaty of 1864 provided for: ( 1) the cession
of all land claimed by th~ Modocs, Klamaths and Pasutes, ( 2) the
setting aside of a large tract of land around Upper and Middle
Klamath Lake for a reservation to be known as the Klamath Reservation. This land was to be shared by all three tribes. The Indians
were to receive compensation in the form of supplies. The Indians
were given the right to choose their own Indian agent and elected
Lindsay Applegate democratically and unanamously.
Dissatisfaction with the new agreements grew. Kieilitopoos was
not getting along with either Old Schonchin or the agency, and
repudiated his signature of the Treaty of 1864. Jack moved off the
reservation in 1865 to the Lost River country, maintaining that he
was within the policies of the Valentine's Day Treaty.
When Grant came into office, Indian Superintendent Huntington
was replaced by A. B. Meacham. Meacham tried to stop shamanism, a type of Indian religion, and thereby only undermined his
own authority while causing resentment among the Indians.
Meacham was successful in persuading Captain Jack and his followers to return to the reservation.
On December 29, 1869, Allen Davis, Klamath chief, and Jack
went through a ceremony at the reservation symbolizing their
friendship. But Jack left for Lost River again in April, 1870, because the Klamaths were not censured for bothering the Modocs.
It was in 1870, that Jack made his first formal request for a
reservation on the Lost River, according to the general terms of
the Valentine's Day Treaty of 1864.
The latter pant of November, 1872, brought the attempted arrest
of Jack, Black Jim and Scarfaced Charley, two of Jack's men. The
arrest was so poorly planned and executed that it turned into the
Battle of Lost River, the first battle of the Modoc War.
Kientopoos and his band of Modocs were now living in the Lava
Beds, and were joined by other Modocs. Colonel Frank Wheaton,
commander of the District of the Lakes, made camp about thirteen
miles from Captain Jack's stronghold and about two miles from the
Lava Beds.
On January 16, 1873, U.S. troops moved toward the southwest
shore of Lake Tule. Their mission was to clear any Modocs from a
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bluff on that side of the lake, so the main military forces could
camp there for the assualt. On January 17, 1873, the first shots
were fired from about three hundred and thirty three military men
at about fifty Modocs in the stronghold. The Indians fought so
well that the military officers were convinced that they were
fighting three hundred Modocs, and the officers ordered the
advance into the Lava Bed to stop.
The battle ended later that night with a complete victory for
the Modocs. Approximately two soldiers had been killed and a
dozen wounded.
A group .of Oregonians in Washington, D.C., submitted a plan
to the Secretary of the Interior for making peace with the Modocs.
The leader of this group was A.B. Meacham, former Indian
Superintendent. After many changes, Meacham, Judge Steele, and
his partner, Rosoborough comprised the peace commission when
the preliminary discussions began. Reverand Eleaser Thomas was
appointed to the commission by President Grant. On March 22,
1873, the Secretary of the Interior Delano put General Canby in
complete charge of the Peace Commission.
In the later days of March and the first day of April, the Army
kept moving their camp closer to the Lava Beds. The purpose of
this was to force Jack and his band into some oonces,sions.
On April 2, 1873, Kientopoos met with the Commission and
restated his demands foq- a Modoc reservation at Lost River. At
another meeting, April fifth, Jack changed his demand to a request
to be left in the Lava Beds indefinitely.
The night of April 10, 1873, saw the Modocs in the Stronghold
in deep community discussion. Schonchin John, son of Old Schonchin, Curley Headed Doctor, and Black Jim wanted to assassinate
the Peace Commission the following day. Jack at first said that he
was in favor of quitting the war. Scarfaced Charley agveed, but
Jack was taunted into swearing that he would kill General Canby
at the Peace Meeting on April 11, 1873.
The day set to murder General Canby and the other commissioners was Good Friday. They arrived around noon at the peace
tent. Captain Jack and eight braves arrived soon after.
Kientopoos demanded that the soldiers be removed from the
vicinity of the stronghold, amnesty for Hooker Jim's warriors who
had killed the settlers around Lost River, and a small reservation
for the Modocs at Lost River. During the translation of this, Jack
stood up and said he had to answer a call to nature. As Jack returned, he uttered a peculiar call. Immediat·ely, two Modocs ap-
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peared out of the rocks with rifles. Captain Jack then said something that meant "all ready".
It was twelve minutes after noon, April 11, 1873; Kientopoos
pulled a pistol from under his jacket, pointed it at Canby, and
pulled the trigger. The gun failed to fire, and Jack calmly recocked the gun and fired while Canby just sat ,t here. The bullet
hit him just below the left eye, mortally wounding him.
Upon Jack's .signal, Boston Charley leaped toward the Rev.
Thomas with a rifle, and shot him th;ough the chest. Thomas took
a step or two and fell. Boston Charley taunted Thomas who then
got up and started to run, but Charley tripped him. Someone, not
Charley, then shot Thomas through the head, killing him.
When Meacham saw what was happening, he got up and
started to run backwards, while reaching for his .small derringer.
Schonchin John came toward him but stopped when he saw ·t he
pistol. Meacham ran a short distance past the bodies of Canby
and Thomas. Schonchin John began to fire wildly and was joined
by tillee other Modocs. The closest shot .t hat was fired at Meacham
took away part of one ear. Meacham finally fell, and the Modocs
closed in for the kill. Meacham raised the derringer foc one shot,
but a ricocheting bullet knocked him out befoce he oould aim and
fN-e.
During the ensuing slaughter, Shacknasty Jim started to scalp
the still alive Meacham, but was stopped by a shout that the
soldiers were coming. Captain Jack ordered the Modocs to withdraw with their loot.
While Jack and his accomplices were carrying out their part,
three other Modocs approached the Hospital Rock under a whlte
flag to attempt to murder Major Mason. Two officers approached
within sight of the Indians, but would not come closer. As .the
Modocs opened fire, the two soldiers broke for cover. The Modocs
mortally wounded Lieutenant William Sherwood, who died three
days later. The Modocs quickly retired from the scene.
A half-hour elapsed before the soldiers actually reached the
"peace tent". The only thing they could do was help Meacham and
carry the bodies .of Canby and Thomas back to Gillem's camp.
The Monday following the murder of Canby and Thomas saw
the Warm Springs Indians and the soldiers preparing to assault the
stronghold in order to avenge the deaths. Colonel Gillem was in

charge of the attack
The attack started on April 15, 1873, when two companies of the
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Cavalry were sent about one mile west of the stronghold. At
dawn four batteries moved tow.ard the stronghold.
The Modocs fought a strictly defensive baJttle, for Jack knew
that he did not have enough men to take the initiative. He
stationed eight men in front of the stronghold to slow the soldiers.
This was so successful that it took four hundred men almost six
hours to move half a mile.
The second day brought shame to the Army troops, for they did
not advance as far as they had on the first day, due to the lack of
military leadership and cooperation.
Because of a shortage of water, Captain Jack ordered the evacuation of the stwnghold on April 16, 1873. The Army did not discover that the Modocs had left until the next morning around
eleven o'clock.
The Modocs fled to the Black Ledge, where they were found by
the Warm Springs Indians. Gillem ordered a patrol to capture the
Modocs, but instead the Modocs ambushed the patrol, killing most
of its sixty four men. The Indians suffered no losses.
The Modocs moved around considerably because of a lack of
water. Ten Warm Springs Indians finally found them in the Eastern
Lava Beds. Another patrol was sent by the Army and ambushed,
but instead of running .the troops rallied and advanced against the
Modocs. After Ellen's Man was killed, the Modocs fled with his
body.
Because of the death of Ellen's Man, Hooker Jim, and his followers and ten Hot Creek Indians split from Jack's band. Hooker
Jim's band stayed in Modoc land but camped out of the war zone.
Jack's band camped on Big Sand Butte just at the outskirts of the
lava flow.
The Army again planned the capture of the Indians, but Jack
shifted his position during the night. The next day the Army troops
picked up his trail along the Tickner Road heading southwest. This
incident took place in May, 1873.
Hooker Jim's band was captured by the Army and volunteered
to find Jack's band. The four traitor Modocs joined Captain Jack
at Willow Creek and advised him to give up. Even as the Modocs
talked to members of Jack's band, Army troops were moving
toward Willow Creek •to capture Jack. When they were within
three miles of the camp, the forces split into two groups to surround the Modocs. They were able to get about three hundred
yaJTds from Kientopoos's camp before three Modocs came out and
yelled at them to stop.
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Taking advantage of the dissension in Jack's band, the Anny
induced one of Jack's, Boston Charley, to surrender. The same day
most of the women and children surrendered. The rest of the
Modocs scattered towa:rd Langell Valley. The Warm Springs
Indians and the chief Army surgeon caught up with them. The
surgeon made Jack promise that all of the Modocs would surrender
the following morning if supplies were brought to them. The supplies arrived that night and the following morning Jack le£t. The
proud Modoc chief could not bea:r to watch his band surrender.
That same morning Scarfaced Charley, Schonchin John and nine
or ten other Modocs surrendered. These prisoners were sent to the
Applegate ranch near Clear Lake.
That afternoon, Jack was found at Willow Creek. Humpy Joe,
Jack's half-brother, was with the anny patrol and called rto Jack to
give up. Kientopoos as"!<ed for Fairchild, and when told that he
was not there, Jack handed over his gun. He was reported to have
commented when he surrendered, "Jack's legs gave out."
On Friday, June 6, 1873, Colonel Davis, his troops, and the
Modoc prisoners arrived at the Anny camp at Tule Lake. Acting
upon Colonel Davis's orders, carpenters began building gallows for
the ringleaders of the Modoc rebellion. Davis gave orders that
seven or mo:ve Modocs were to be hanged at sunset.
Fortunately, Davis wired General Sherman of the planned executions. Shennan returned the message saying that no Modocs were
to be hanged until they could be identified and given a trial.
After the Modocs surrendered, state and federal officials argued
among themselves concerning the type of trial for the Modocs. The
Attorney General advised a military ·t rial for those who committed
crimes during an implied truce, those who fired upon Sherman and
Boyle, and those who killed the peace commissioners.
Colonel Davis issued orders to transport the Modoc prisoners to
Fort Klamath where they would be tried and the guilty ones
punished.
The court met on July 3, 1873. Only the actual killers of Canby
and Thomas were defendants at the trial. Each Modoc was charged
with .m urder and assault with intent to kill, in violation of the laws
of war. Each prisoner pleaded "not guilty" to all counts.
On the third day of ·the court proceedings, the four traitor
Modocs were called as witnesses for the prosecution. Their testimony only helped tighten the nooses around their former kinsmen's necks.
On the fourth day of the h·ial, the prisoners were allowed to
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call witnesses for their .defense. Kientopoos put Scarfaced Charley,
Rock Dave, and One-eyed Mose on the stand.
Captain Jack was finally given a chance to speak. He naturally
tried to shift the blame for his misdeeds to someone else. Captain
Jack blamed Jackson for opening fire at the Lo5t River camp; he
declared that the Hot Creeks forced him to continue the wm: after
they arrived at the stronghold; he verbally wttacked the 't raitor
Modocs as the real villain of the war. With these effects completed, Jack sat down.
The next day the court passed a sentence on the prisoners: they
were found guilty on all counts and were sentenced to be hanged
on October 3, 1873.
Today approximately three hundred Modocs live in the Chiloquin
area thirty miles north of Klamath Falls, Oregon. Another thi'Tty
Modocs live near Miami, Oklahoma.
Unfortunately time is accomplishing what the Army could not
do in 1872-1873-extermination of the Modocs. Marriage has diluted
the Modocs until today there are no full-blooded Modocs left. The
last true Modoc, Jennie Lawyer, who was with Captain Jack in the
Stronghold, died in 1950 at the age of 106.
The Modocs who ar-e living today insist that it was the settlers
and the government who started il:he war. They insist further that
the Modocs of yesteryear were not warlike but merely fought out
of necessity to protect their homeland.
Today grandsons and granddaughters of proud Modoc warriors
are leading responsible lives in the white man's world. The author
supposes that Kientopoos and his followers just were not ready to
accept the white man's ways exclusively.
The problem here is not as simple as the title may imply. The
problem is not a matter of whether Kientopoos was guilty, foc
there were a dozen witnesses that could have .testified that Captain
Jack actually did pull the trigger. In that sense Ki~ntopoos was
definitely guilty. On the contrary, the problem here should be
whether the Modocs had any other way of asserting their request
for a Lost River Modoc Reservation.
Before going any further into this discussion, leadership among
the Indians must be explained. Contrary to popular belief, an
Indian chief was not an absolute ruler, for if his adversaries in the
tribe control the majority of the tribe the chief may be deposed if
he does not comply with majority of the tribes wishes. This very
thing happened to Captain Jack in the stronghold. Since Hooker
Jim and Curley Headed Doctor's followers constituted a majority
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in the renegade band and advocated the assassination of the Peace
Commissioners, Captain Jack had no choice but to comply with
their demands .
I am convinced that Captain Jack knew exactly what he was
doing when he pointed the pistol at General Canby and pulled the
trigger. Kientopoos could not tell his people that their fate was
sealed if they attempted to murder the Peace Commissioners.
Following this reasoning, Captain Jack did nort kill General Canby by himself. Every man, woman, and child in the stronghold
helped. Since Kientopoos was their leader, he was assigned to do
the dirty work and consequently received the blame. Captain Jack
decided to die for his people instead of being shamed by those
same people.
I feel that it was a great injustice to execute Captain Jack. He
was not a criminal or a murderer but a proud Modoc chief who
was a victim of circumstance.
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UNCOVERING OLD SPANISH
FORTS AT MONTEREY
WILLIAM

E.

PRITCHARD

LONG FORGOTTEN EVIDENCES of pre-American history
are being discovered at Monterey, California's first capital, in the
Spanish fortificaticn called "El Castillo." This fort, more properly
called "a gun emplacement," is on the eastern end of the modern
Presidio overlooking the boat harbor on the north end of the city.
It and the present Presidio are not to be confused with the original
Presidio, almost a mile distant on the other side of the city, of
which only the Chapel remains.
Scholars had known that a naval fortification had existed on the
low bluff above Monterey's boat harbor, but by a peculiar quirk
of events its history had quietly slipped into oblivion. To the team
of archaeologists w:iw began their "dig" in the fall of 1967,1 the
records provided but scattered and brief glimpses of El Castillo
of old. No date existed on its dimensions and floor plan, and even
its precise location was not known.
El Castillo's construction is tracable to the alarm felt by the
Spanish government in Mexico City, circa 1790, for the increasing
interest in Alta California taken by England, France, Russia, and
the United States. Each year more of their ships visited California's
shores.2 Some were engaged in exploration and navigation projects, others were there to buy or barter for dried cowhides, the socalled "California bank-notes,"3 or to take sea otter; several were
out for whale oil. To protect its interests, the Spanish government
decided fortifications should be set up at Monterey and San Francisco. In 1792, England's George Vancouver observed that the
Spanish were bringing construction materials and cannon to Monterey. On his last visit to Monterey, in November, 1794, he described a small log structure occupying the low hill overlooking
the Monterey harbor as completed and containing eleven cannons.4 This has been called the original El Castillo, and gives a
beginning date of occupation.
The next mention of El Castillo comes in 1815 when Peter
Corney stopped at Monterey.G Probably he was spying out the
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Workers from the Central California Archealogical Foundation
search for Artifects at the Presidio of Monterey, California.
fortifications, for he returned in three years with the pirate Hypolite de Bouchard, 6 to invade and sack the port of Monterey.
·whatever his reasons, Corney later described what he saw:
. . . the fort stands on a hill, about one mile to the westward of the town;
and just above the Landing Place. It is quite open on the land side, and
embrasures thrown up on the sea side mount ten brass 12-pounders with a
good supply of copper shot.'

The Landing Place mentioned here refers to the Father Serra
landing spot of 1770, and the natural inlet or cove used for small
boat docking. 8 . It now is about 500 feet south of the fort under
the roadbed of Lighthouse Avenue.
In 1817, Governor Sola, aware of the impending attack by
Bouchard, had the battery repaired with masonry. 9 In November,
1818, Bouchard struck with two ships, one of which, the Santa
Rosa, engaged El Castillo in a two hour gun duel. No one knows
how many shots were fired, but Bouchard broke off the frontal
attack when shots from El Castillo (or a small, temporary battery
on the beach) almost sank the Santa Rosa. The insurgents then
used Corney's observations of the fort made in 1815, and captured
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it from the land side. Before Bouchard left ·Monterey to raid down
the coast, he ransacked the city and the Presidio, and according
to Bancroft, "the artillerymen's house at the battery was burned,
as was the wooden esplanade. Only two cannons were left in a
servicable state." 10
During the rebellion of the Californias against Mexico, 1835-36,
El Castillo again figured in a crisis. Rebels occupied it and fired
at least one shot through the roof of the Commandant's house at
the Presidio.l 1 The descriptions of the fort in 1837, however, suggest a different structure from earlier accounts :
The adobe or mud-brick battery . . . had been newly bedaubed during
the late "ebullion" of independence. The fortifications . . . consisted of a
mud wall of three sides, open in the rear, with breastwork about three feet
in he ight; with rotten platforms for seven guns.12

By the 1840s, El Castillo was in bad disrepair. The almo~t
humorous incident of Commodore Thomas ap Catesby Jones in
1842 revealed that the guns of the fort were unable or, perhaps
more correctly, unwilling to defend the harbor. Jones raised the
American flag, however briefly, above the crumbling walls of El
Castillo without firing a shot!I:>
R. T. Maxwell, a young naval surgeon on Jones' flagship, the
United States, was in the landing party that captured the fort in a
flanking move from the old Serra Landing Place.H He mentioned
that they encountered nine brass cannons, camouflaged by branches
of trees. These guns had been removed from the breastworks,
loaded with copper grapeshot and aimed in the direction of the
invaders . However when the defending commander, Jose Castro,
saw the American forces he retreated. U.S. Marines unloaded the
cannons and again placed them upon the breastworks. Maxwell
made note that every cannon had a name, "Jesus, San Pedro, San
Pablo, and other saints." 13
\Vhen the final American occupation of Monterey by Commodore Sloat occured, in 1846, El Castillo had been completely
abandoned. Governor lvlicheltorena had removed all the guns, shot,
and powder to the Mission San Juan Bautista in preparation for
the expected invasion. 1 G The Americans built their fortifications on
the slope about 200 yards above the old Spanish fort. This
structure was an earth redoubt in diamond shape and is known
today as Fort :~vlervine .
By the 1880s, the adobe walls of old El Castillo were no longer
e\·ident; destroyed either by the rain, by removing adobe bricks
for other construction, or simply by clearing the area for a hay
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meadow. A photograph in the 1880 shows only the crumbling walls
of the barracks remaining.
The original fortifications at San Francisco and at Monterey
were probably designed by the same man, Miguel Costanso, and
therefore it had been assumed they were similar. Much is known
about the fort at San Francisco (christened "El Castillo de San
Joaquin" in 1794); it was a semicircular, adobe structure with
massive, walled embrasures and an enclosed esplanade.H But
historical and archeological evidence at Monterey shows another
configuration. Why? The question has not yet been answered. But
Monterey was California's port of entry and capital city, so a search
for records is now under way in t..he military archives of Mexico.
Extant historical records describe the original fortifications
( 1793-1796) as consisting of stacked logs with earth heaped up
in front as a revetment. 18 Later construction occured directly \~POll
this earliest structure.
A second period is shown by both the historical and archeologi-

Bill Pritchard uncovers some ruins at Presidio of Monterey, Calif.
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cal evidence. During this time an adobe brick platform was built
with an associated rock esplanade. Peter Corney mentioned embrasures which were probably made of adobe brick. 19 The archeological evidence also suggests a triangular "deck" at the inside
apex, with some kind of outer semicicular wall or breastwork.
The cannons were probably placed upon a wooden platform constructed just above the brick platform. The adobe brick would
not withstand the direct shock of the recoil of the cannon, but
would provide a heavy, massive base upon which the cannon
might rest. This is probably what Bancroft describes as the wooden
esplanade that was burned in 1818 by Bouchard.
The third and final period of construction resulted in the complex that was abandoned in 1846. The fort, at that time, probably
consisted of the main gun platform with adobe extensions for
mounting more cannon. Two bastions were also constructed and
outer foundations supported a low adobe brick wall that gave the
appearance, from the harbor, of a high, massive structure. It was
during this period that an adobe barracks was also added.
The three periods are, of course, identified from the available fort
descriptions and may well be indicative of a continuous process
of fort alteration. New evidence to be yielded by further excavation may show the construction sequences. Obviously if the planned
reconstruction or interpretation of El Castillo is to be wellground, there must be an intensive search through historic documents as well as a considerably enlarged archeological investigation.
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HERE TODAY - San Francisco Archit.e ctural Heritage by Roger
Olmsted and T. H . Watkins sponsored by the Junior League of
San Francisco Inc. (San Francisco Chronicle Books, 1968) 334
p., illus., index, $14.95.
Reviewer: RAYMOND W. HILLMAN, Curator of History, Pioneer
Museum and Haggin Galleries, Stockton, California.
All of us have witnessed the destruction of historical buildings.
Sometimes the demolition was quite unavoidable but again many
important structures have been destroyed needlessly and perhaps
something could have been done to save them. Here Today, theresult of a project undertaken by the Junior League of San Francisco,
serves in part, to do just this. Members of the League decided to
generate greater awareness and interest in old buildings to popularize preservation of our architectural heritage. The project
thought best to accomplish this was a survey of s.t ruotures woflthy
of preservation and research into their style and backgound. The
search was undertaken afoot on a block by block basis; this is
characteristic of the thorough approach evident throughout the
book.
The significant and surprising results were published in 1968
under the title, Here Today, a title well chosen for it has the sense
of urgency needed in this field of preservation. Some of the buildings described have already joined the ranks of "Gone Tomorrow".
In San Francisco these include the Sea Wall warehouse near the
Embarcadero, St. Michael's Church on Broad Street, an early union
hall on Guerrero Street, an attractive Victorian on San Bruno
Avenue and others in San Francisco and elsewhere.
Architectul'e of three broad sections of the western Bay Area
encompass the scope of the book. Organization is geographical.
Over one-third of the content concerns San Francisco; the remainder deals with San Mateo and Marin counties and appendices.
Each major geographical section is ·divided into subareas such as
the Mission and Twin Peaks districts of San Francisco or the
townships of San Mateo county. The most outstanding buildings
are described, often with the help of beautiful photographs by
Morley Baer, many of them full page. The chapters concerning
each district are well balanced with discussion of general historical
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background, current place the area has in the community as well
as very informative histories and architectural information on outstanding buildings. The writers go beyond this and often mention
the use many restol'ed buildings now serve. For example, in "Pacific
Heights", part of the San Francisco section, the description of homes
built on Union Street for an early dairyman includes encouraging
commentary on antique shops now operated in them. A firehouse
turned private home is described and there is the story of how a
far-sighted realtor bought six Colonial Revival homes slated for
condemnation and beautifully restored them.
Two thousand other structures a<re included in an appendix. This
is arranged geographically and contains brief descriptions, historical data and occasional illustrations.
Following the appendix are a brief educational glossary and
biographies of twenty architects responsible for some of the buildings discussed. For those not too familiar with architectural terminology, it is a good idea to read the glossary before getJting too
deep into the main text as many architectural terms are used.
One of the greatest criticisms is that the text fails to inform the
reader of the presence of illustrations when description of a building and a corresponding photograph do not appear on the same
page. Photos are vital to gain the most from descriptions. One
example is the Haas-Lilienthal house, well described on page 32
as " . . . one of the finest examples of late 19th century architecural opulence in California." There is no mention of a photo thirty
pages earlier in the book Also it would be well if the seventy-five
page appendix could have a brief table of contents of its own.
More convenient use would result from such an addition. The most
unsatisfactory feature is the three page, th~ee part index which
serves but little usefulness.
With the exception of the latter the above criticisms are but
minor ones that usually find their way into projects of great magnitude and have little affect on the wonderful contribution made
by this public<lition. To the reader, th·e re are so many benefits.
Even a cursory treatment of the book cannot help but open one's
eyes to the architectural resources of San Francisco or, really,
any community. The book abounds with good lessons in architectural identification. In many instances, one feels compelled to
take a first hand look at a building to really understand and appreciate architectural qualities that fm lack of a picture can only
be described. One cannot criticize the fact that all buildings included are not illustrated, but sometimes the descriptions cannot
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be of great value unless the house or oommerical building is before you.
Here Today certainly encourages readers to visit the buildings
and areas described. Such trips are facilitated by street addresses
and simple maps. The contents of Here Today are the makings of
numerous rewarding trips of exploration for those who have seen
all the well known, often visited attractions of the Bay Area. Who
knows, during one of these trips, you may even fall in love with
an old building and have a paflt in its preservation! After all, this
is a basic purpose of Here Today, a significant contribution to
books on the Bay Area and our architectural heritage.
WANDERINGS OF AN ARTIST AMONG THE INDIANS OF
NORTH AMERICA, by Paul Kane. (Rutland, Vermont and
Tokyo, Japan, Charles E. Tuttle Co., 1968), 329 pp. llus., notes.
Reviewer:

THEODOSIA

BENJAMIN.

The main title of Paul Kane's narrative of his travels gives no
hint of the heroic undertaking that the book records. But the
smaller type of the title page is more enlightening, as it continues:
".. . from Canada to Vancouver's Island and Oregon through the
Hudson's Bay Company's Territory and Back Again."
This new edition of Kane's book, first published in 1859 and reprinted in 1925, will appeal to many present-day readers because
of the growing interest in American Indians and their cultures.
Paul Kane was ahead of his time. As a boy growing up in Little
York (now Toronto) he had known many Indians, but by the time
he was grown they had vanished, and he realized that to see them
in their original state he would have to travel far to the West.
Somehow, in that little frontier town, Paul Kane taught himself
to paint, and after traveling and painting in the United States and
Europe for several years, he set out to realize his driving ambition:
to visit the Indian tribes, painting their principal chiefs, recording
their manners and customs, and depicting the scenery of their littleknown land.
Paul Kane's book is his account of two journeys which he made
during the period of 1845-1848. The longer trip took more than
two years and was made possible by the Hudson's Bay Company
whose governor commissioned a series of paintings and allowed
the artist passage with the brigades.
Although no map is included, and although many place-names
have been changed (Fort Garry is now Winnipeg), many still
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appear on modern maps of Canada: Norway House, the North
Saskatchewan River, Edmonton, Jasper, and the Athabasca and
Columbia Rivers.
Few travelers other than traders and missionaries had seen this
country and its people. Kane, the artist, was not there to profit by
the Indians or to change <their ways; he was there to observe and
record. Through his eyes we see people of the Ojibwa, Cree, Blackfoot, Assiniboin, Chinook, and of many other tribes. To them the
artist's ability to portray their likenesses was supernatural and they
allowed him to enter their lodges, share their food , watch many
of their ceremonies, and hear many of their legends. Kane is never
a mere tourist out to see curiosities; he always sees the Indians as
human beings; he is aware of their feelings-sometimes tender, as
when the bereaved mother seeks a child to take the place of the
one she had lost; sometimes savage, as when survivors avenge the
death of relatives. O£ten there are individuals who show characteristics which are also found in more civilized races such as the
Cree who harangued his tribe with tears streaming down his face,
urging them to war; or the Indian woman near Fort Victoria who
expressed indignation at a white man's remark that her slave was
as good as she- she, the daughter of a chief!
Kane describes the physical characteristics of the different tribes,
their dress, artifacts, food rituals and beliefs, probably not as an
anthropologist might wish them described, but as seen by an
artist who had trained himself to see and who could convey in
words and sights, the sounds, and the feel of the untamed land
and its creatures.
White men also appear in Kane's account of his travels-Hudson's Bay Company men (often with Indian wives) and voyageurs.
He tells of the settlement along the Red River where there were
said to be 6,000 half-breeds. Along his way he met missionaries of
several different faiths and visited Dr. Marcus Whitman not long
before his tragic death.
At the time of Kane's visit, the bison were still so numerous that
their herds sometimes blocked the brigade's progress. He hunted
buffalo for food, but he was saddened by their careless slaughter.
Other beasts appear too, from time to time- grizzly bears, rocky
mountain sheep, and Indian dogs .
In his introduction to the present edition, Lawrence J. Burpee
gives a biographical sketch of the artist. A catalogue of Kane's
paintings . is also included, and the paintings used as illustrations
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in the earlier editions are again reproduced. Recently some of
Kane's paintings were shown at the new Oakland Museum.
Paul Kane's interest in Indians never flagged; even on the return
trip he sometimes traveled as much as two hundred miles out of
his way to visit an Indian encampment. Considering the dangers
he braved- the rivers he could cross only by swimming his horse,
the pass through the Rockies where horses had to be abandoned
for snowshoes, the many crossings of the upper Columbia Rivet·,
waist-high and swift, with floating ice- it is remarkable thfllt Paul
Kane's four hundred sketches and his notes survived so that he
could leave us pictures of a world that has gone forever.

NORMAN
E.
TUTOR OW

Dr. Tutorow appeared in the Spring Issue of the PH with his
article on Leland Stanford. His book on Stanford will appear this
Fall. Our readers will want to read this new book!
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Dr. Milton H. Shutes was born in St. Louis and moved with
his Methodist pastor father to ALton and Quincy, Illinois, where
he spent a happy youth around Mississippi river boats, and the
Chicago, Alton and Burlington railroad yards. Then .the family
moved to Edwardsville, Illinois, into a large old personage. But
parish life was difficult. His father moved to St. Louis for temporary work in insurance. Later, the father was given a pastorate in
St. Louis. Here they lived two blocks from the Edward's mansion
where Lincoln married Mary Todd.
Dr. Shutes attended Central Wesleyan College and then went
to Kansas University Medical School at Kansas City, Missouri.
He entered Northwestern and received his degree in 1908 when
he qualified for intership rut Wesleyan Hospital; however, he decided to go to the Phillipines to start a Methodist missionary
hospital. He became ill and was told to go home. He moved to
Chicago and a year or so later joined the staff of the U.C. Student
Infirmary. He organized the first Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat Department and stayed on the staff for 32 years.
After his retirement in 1950, he wrote four books: Lincoln and
the Doctors, 1933; Lincoln and California, 1934; Lincoln's Emotional Life, 1957; A History of the Alameda County Medica Association and many ai'ticles. His last article will appear in the next
issue of The Pacific Historian. We are indebted to Mrs. Helen
McKillip Shutes for her help in making this last work available
to us.

